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HE abſolute ſovereignty of God, is 
a fundamental principle, of natural, 
| as well as revealed religion. The 
dotrine of providence, at well as grace, 
depends upon it: and it muſt needs be ow- 
ing to the pride of fallen nature, that fo 
rational a principle ſhould meet with any 
oppoſition, But it is well known, that 
many of thoſe, who baue been quarrelling 
with the myſteries of revelation, becauſe 
they cannot perfetFly reconcile them to the 
rules, they have ventured to lay down, for 
the regulation of the divine conduct, have, 
for the ſame reaſon, of late, laboured their 
attack on the dbctrine of particular pro- 
| vidence: | 


; PREFACE. 
vidence: and this, it is to be feared, 
may naturally pave the way to a diſ- 
belief of providence in general, and then, 
to that of the very being of God him- 
felt. 


AT a time, therefore, ado infidelity is 
making ſuch bold advances as theſe, every 
bumble and fincere attempt to vindicate both 
the rights, and the conduct, of the ſovereign 
diſpoſer of all things, muſt needs be very 


grateful, to all thoſe, who have bis bonour 
of beart. 


THO UGH the fituation of the reverend 
euthor of this diſcourſe, was but obſcure ; 
yet bis pious, and contemplative mind was 
richly furniſhed with many uſeful obſer- 
vations on this ſitbject, with which he was 
accuſtamed to entertain thoſe, who had the 
pheafure of bis converſation. A converſa- 
tion” ſo infiruftive! that I remember to 
baue heard a judicious friend of his once 
ſay, that it was not eaſy to fit in Mr. 
Collet's company for a quarter of an hour, 
without _ an e to receive, 


eme 


| PREFACE. 

ſame ufeful and ſpiritual advantage. How- 
ever, therefore, it may fare with this dif- 
courſe, in other reſpefts, I perſuade myſelf, 
it will be a very acceptable preſent to thoſe 
of his acquaintance, whoſe tears are not 
yet dried up for the bs of fo excellent a 
miniſter, and fo valuable a friend; and, 
that they will make all proper allowances, for 
the want of his laſt hand to it. 


AS I have read the manuſeript with 
great pleaſure; ſo I take leave to add 
my hearty wiſhes, that the publication of 
it may be happily uſeful, to convince men, 
that the greateſt intricacies of providence 
will furniſh-them. with no proper argu- 
ments againſt the truth of it; but that 
the abſolate ſuperintendeney of God, in our 
minuteſt affairs, is a moſt rational doctrine 
in itſelf, and receives the fulleſt evidence from 
divine revelation : and I would bope alſo, that, 
by the judicious remarks in this work, the bum- 
ble, aſficted, and timorous Chriſtian may be en- 
couraged, and comforted, under the Uarke 
diſdenſations he may meet with, in his way o 
that world, where all the myſteries of grace, as 


well 


PREFACE, 


well as providence, will be unfolded ; and 
when the beautiful fide of the embroidery 
will. be laid fully open to bis view, and all 
the preſent ſeeming irregularities i in it, will 
vaniſh away. For now we know but in 
part, but when that which is perfect is 
come, then that which is in part ſhall 
be done away. | 
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mankind to deſire happineſs; and not 


I is connatural to the very being of | 


finding it in themſelves, various and 


very. different are the ways in which 
they ſeek it: but as the moſt are ſadly 
miſtaken in their conceptions of it, ſo they 
are like. for ever to be diſappointed i in their 
purſuits after it. The things in which they 


propoſe to find their happineſs will in the 


end prove. fatal, and their * will be 
everlaſting miſery. 

Tu Ar which makes man happy, muſt 
be ſomething above himſelf, and what is 
ſufficient to anſwer the wiſhes and deſires of 
his capacious ſoul, and fill his graſping 
mind with perfect delight and Grafyin 

leaſure ; it muſt be ſomething of endleſs 
duration, and winch is not ſubje& to any 
3. decay; 


8 
N 


. 
decay; for the fear of loſing it, or of its 
being impaired, would render the preſent 
enjoyment of it incompleat: and ſince 
man muſt exiſt for evet, that only which is 
everlaſting can make him truly bleſſed. 
All things below the Supreme Majeſty being 
imperfect in their nature, and uncertain 
in theif continuance, do, therefore, evidently 
declare that our happineſs is not in them, 


And it follows then, that to know and 


enjoy the all-comprehending God, is the 
chiefeſt good, and the only perfect bleſſed- 
neſs, which it is every man's intereſt as well 
as duty, immediately, and principally to ſeek 


after. Acquaint now thyſelf with bim, and 


be at peuce: thereby good ſhall come unto thet *. 

Now the mediums God has ordained, 
and bleffed,to convey the knowledge of him- 
felf to the children of men, and which we 
are daily and diligently to improve, in or- 
der to obtain this knowledge, are his word 
and works: and the light we receive from 
the one, will contribute much to our help 


in conceiving of the other. 


Tur works of God preſented to the 
contemplation of all men are twofold, viz. 
thoſe of creation, and thoſe of providence. 
It is the latter of theſe that I am at prefent 
to confider, viz. the works of providence. 


And of theſe fome are more _— 


Job xxii, 23. 


1 
intelligible, and eaſy to be underſtood ; and 
others more dark, myſterious, and puzzling. 
Or theſe unfathomable depths of the 
holy and wiſe conduct of that infinite Be- 
ing who governs the univerſe, the inſpired 
Pfalmiſt is ſpeaking in the words of our 
text; Thy judgments, ſays he, are a great 
deep : an obſervation which he might wel 
make from his own experience; being not 
only kept from the kingdom, but hotly 
purſued by Saul and his bloody courtiers, 
and that for a long time after the ſcepter 
had been promiſed him, and Samuel had 
anointed him, by the divine command : 
and this is thought indeed to be the occa- 
ſion of this p/alm; wherein, having de- 
claimed againſt the daring and abounding 
' wickedneſs he had too commonly obſerved 
among men, and in an eſpecial manner 
among his unjuſt, ungodly, and treacher- 
ous enemies; at the 5th verſe, he enters upon 
a more eligfble and pleaſant ſubject, and 
ſweetly dilates on the glorious perfections of 
the Supreme Being: his mind being wearied 
and depreſſed with contemplating the vile- 
neſs and baſeneſs of men, he now employs 
himſelf in admiring, and applauding the 
"Py and mercy of God, Thy mercy, O 
ord, is in the heavens, q. d. * thy metcy is 
e not only apparent in all the earth, but it is 
« larger than the vaſt unmeaſurable ſpaces 
B 2 between 


(3) 

ee between earth and heaven?“ he adds, zby 
faithfulneſs reacheth unto the clouds, i. e. tis 
far above our reach, and ſometimes we are 
at a loſs to believe it, and cannot fully 
comprehend it at any time, but God will 
certainly diſcover the unchangeable glory 
thereof, by fulfilling his threatnings and pro- 
miſes, in all the various diſpenſations of 
his providence towards the children of men: 
for his righteouſneſs is like a great moun- 
tain , i. e. fixed and immoveable, and of- 
ten very conſpicuous and diſcernable, though 
ſometimes too high for the ſhort line of 
our reaſon to meaſure, and too vaſt for our 
weak minds to comprehend : which ſenſe 
agrees well with what follows in our text, 
Thy judgments are a great deep. 

By the judgments of God we are to under- 
ſtand the execution of his wiſe counſels,or his 
holy and infallibleadminiſtrations,in preſerv- 
ing, and conducting all the works of his hands, 
which we call his providence; ſo the word 
is taken, Rom. xi. 33. how unſearchable are 
his judgments, and his ways paſt finding out ! 
1, e. his providential ways being, as our 
text expreſſes it, a great deep, in alluſion 
to the unfathomable waters in the deepeſt 
parts of the ocean, which cannot be ſound- 
ed by man: fo, ſome of the providences of 
God eſpecially, are very dark, myſterious, 

© and 
d yerſ, 6. 


(9) 
and hard to be underſtood, and too great 


@ deep for frail mortals to fathom ; ſuch are 


thoſe which I defign now principally to con- 
ſider; and in order to be particular and di- 
Rin therein, I ſhall lay down ſome pre- 
liminary propoſitions. 5 


Por. I. That as God made the world, 


and all things therein; ſo he certainly dees 
preſerve, and govern the ſame, by his holy pro- 
vidence. 

Is it not as eaſy to ſuppoſe, with AAriſtotle, 
that the world was from eternity, and God 
did not in time create it; as to imagine 
with Epicurus that he does not uphold 
or conduct it, but intirely negle&s, and 
abandons the work of his own hands? The 
t blefled and immortal Being, faith he, hath 


* no employment himſelf, nor troubleth . 


* himſelf with others. But may we not alſo 


ſuppoſe Epicurus to be as ignorant of the ex- 
cellent nature of the God of Heaven, as he 
was of the glorious luminaries which en- 
lighten this earth ; for he neither conceived 
the ſtars, nor the ſun, to be any bigger 
than they appear to our view. And no 


wonder, for he looked on the ſenſes as the | 


only certain means of conveying the truth 
1 things to the mind. But though many 
B 3 of 


248, and 397. 


e ger Origi. _ p. 4 3. See alſo p. 2 | 


{ 


1 
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of the heathens denied the providence of 
that God, in whom they lived, moved, and 
had their beings; yet others did own it, at 
leaſt as managing the moſt weighty con- 
cerns of this lower world. Thus the ma- 
riners going to Tarſbiſb, Fonab i. 4. (when 
God ſent a great wind into the ſea, and 
their ſhip was like to be broken by a mighty 


ee all acknowledge the hand of a 
De 


ity, and cry every man to his Gad; 
rightly apprehending that it was for ſin that 


they were brought into this imminent. and 


dreadful danger, they alſo ſolemnly and 
practically own, that when he lat was caſt 
into the lap, the whole diſpofing thereof was 
of the Lord ©; i. e. that events which are 
caſual and accidental as to us, are under 
the direction of the wiſe counſel, and ſo- 
yereign providence of God. Therefore they 
reſolved to caſt lots, that they might know 
for whoſe fin it was heaven thus frowned 
upon them. And thus owning God in their 
diſtreſs, by appealing unto him, he decides 
the matter, and marks out his own pro- 
phet as the criminal. Whatſoever gods they 
had prayed to, in the firſt approaches of their 


diſſtreſs; yet they ſeek only to the great Je- 


bovab to diſcover the cauſe thereof; and 
in the cloſe of theſe apparent and terrible 


inſtances of the divine conduct, they frank- 


ly 


Prov. xvi. 33. 


5 


(1) 

ly and ſenfibly own, that be Lord bad done 
as it pleaſes lim, i. e. he had done as it 
pleaſed him *, in purſuing and arreſting his 
diſobedient prophet, and in diſcovering that 
he was the perſon, on whoſe account, the great 
evil of ſuch a terrible tempeſt was come 
upon them; as alſo in bringing his offend- 
ing ſervant to confeſs his guilt, and in 
continuing their danger ſo long as he re- 
mained in the ſhip. Thus we ſee the 

gan mariners, as they owned the — 
Deity, ſo they did confeſs him the Supreme 
Agent, who diſpoſed, at leaſt the more 
weighty events, and occurrences of this 
world. And many of the heathens have 
been ſo far from entertaining that fottiſh 
conceit of Epicurus, that it would be an 
incumbrance to the moſt perfect Being, and 
an interruption to his felicity.to concern him- 
ſelf in the government of this world; that 
they have not only declaimed againſt it, as 
flowing from an unworthy conception of 
God, and as the cauſe of mueh wicked- 
neſs among men ; but many of them have 
left noble teſtimonies to the truth we have 
under conſideration, viz. that God governs 
the world, and all things therein, by his 
wiſe and holy 45 Thus Plutarch 
faith, If Epicurus would grant a God in 
- * his full perfection, he muſt change his 
B 4 * wicked 


* veil, 14, 
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of the heathens denied the providence of 
that God, zz whom they lived, moved, and 
had their beings; yet others did own it, at 
leaſt as managing the moſt weighty con- 
cerns of this lower world. Thus the ma- 
riners going to Tarſbiſb, Fonab i. 4. (when 
God ſent a great wind into the ſea, and 
their ſhip was. like-to be broken by a mighty 
tempeſt) all acknowledge the hand of a 
Deity, and cry every man to his Gad; 


_ rightly apprehending that it was for fin that 


they were brought into this imminent. and 
dreadful danger, they alſo ſolemnly and 
practically own, that when the lot was caſt 
into the lap, the whole diſpoſing thereof was 
of the Lord ©; i. e. that events which are 
caſual and accidental as to us, are under 
the direction of the wiſe counſel, and ſo- 
yereign providence of God. Therefore they 
reſolved to caſt lots, that they might know 
for whoſe fin it was heaven thus frowned 
upon them. And thus owning God in their 
diſtreſs, by appealing unto him, he decides 
the matter, and marks out his own pro- 
phet as the criminal. Whatſoever gods they 
had prayed to, in the firſt approaches of their 


diſtreſs; yet they ſeck only to the great Je- 


bovab to diſcover the cauſe thereof; and 
in the cloſe of theſe apparent and terrible 


inſtances of the divine conduct, they frank- 


ly 


Prov. xvi. 33. 


5 


() 

ly and ſenfibly own, that the Lord bad done 
— 1 bim, i. e. he had done as it 
pleaſed him *, in purſuing and arreſting his 
Allbedient prophet, and in diſcovering that 
he was the perſon, on whoſe account, the great 
evil of ſuch a terrible tempeſt was come 
upon them; as alſo in bringing his offend- 
ing ſervant to confeſs his guilt, and in 
continuing their danger ſo long as he re- 

mained in the ſhip. Thus we ſee the 
agan mariners, as they owned the wine 
Deity, ſo they did confeſs him the Supreme 
Agent, who diſpoſed, at leaſt the more 
weighty events, and occurrences of this 
world. And many of the heathens have 
been fo far from entertaining that fottiſh 
conceit of Epicurus, that it would be an 
incumbrance to the moſt perfect Being, and 
an interruption to his felicity, to concern him- 
{elf in the government of this world; that 
they have not only declaimed againſt it, as 
flowing from an unworthy conception of 
God, and as the cauſe of much wicked- 
neſs among men ; but many of them have 
left noble teſtimonies to the truth we have 
under conſideration, viz. that God governs 
the world, and all things therein, by his 


wiſe and holy Prone. Thus Plutarch 
faith, If Epicurus would grant a God in 
his full perfection, he muſt change his 
B 4 ** wicked 


* veil, 14, 
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« wicked life immediately, and be a ſwine 
e no longer.” And Herodotus reports of 
Cambyſes king of Perfia, © that he was 
&© hated by be ſubjects for his cruelty ; and 
e that the people were not unwilling, in 
e his abſence, to have another uſurper: 
which thing coming to his ear, he fu- 
* riouſly alighting from his horſe, with an 
“ intent to have gone againſt the uſu 

<« his ſword fell out of the ſcabbard 80 
* ran into his thigh or belly, and killed 
* him: which this heathen writer aſcribes 
to providence, and not to chance. Thales, 
an ancient philoſopher, reputed one of the 
ſeven wiſe men of Greece, held, © Firſt, 
that God was moſt ancient: Secondly, 
* that the world was his work: Thirdly, 
that by his immutable decree and pro- 
« vidence he governs it f. Plato, who is 
thought to have lived about the time of the Ba- 
byloniſh capti vity, ſaith,“ he received his know- 
* ledge of the government of the world by 
e providence, from the wiſe ?. He alſo aſſert- 
“ed, that a ſpecial providence attended good 
2 men, and that whatever happened toa friend 
© of God, was beſt for him; ” and, de- | 
ſeribing religion, he faith, © it is to believe 
© there is a God, who is the beginning, 
<< middle, and end of all things; and 


© whoſe _ 


* Gale's Court of the Gent. pt. ii. p. 115. 
5 Ibid, p. 75. * 1426. 


(13) 
te whoſe providence runs through all parts 
« of the univerſe b. And Cicero, as I find 
him quored by the learned Charnock, faith, 
ce that the Roman Commonwealth was ra- 
« ther governed by the aſſiſtance of the 
te Supreme Divinity over the hearts of men; 
* than by their own counſel and manage- 
« ment.” Socrates alſo ſaid, © he that 
« denied Providence was poſſeſſed with a 
« Devil.” And the eminently learned and 
judicious Mornay, lord of Pleſſie marle, tells 
us of an heathen, Avicen the Arabian, who 
aid, © he that denied the One God, and 
ce his Providence in all things, is not only 
« witleſs, but alſo ſenſeleſs.” Methinks 
alſo the practice of their warriors ſeems to 

ive ſome teſtimony hereunto ; for other- 
wiſe why did they make ſuch folemn vows 
to their gods, before they engaged in their 
military enterpriſes, and devoutly pay them 
if they proved ſucceſsful therein; unleſs 
they believed that thoſe momentous affairs 
at leaſt, were under the cognizance, and go- 
vernment of ſome ſuperior Being? And it 
is obſetyable, that © ſome of the heathens, in 
e their adorations turned their bodies to 
all quarters, to ſignify the extenſive do- 
* minion of God throughout the whole 


—»* earth *: which is a certain truth, and 


r BY 
.  Þ Ibid, part 4th. p. 235. and 497. 1 Charn, 
vol. i. p. 744. Charn, on the Atuib. p. 704. 


(24) 
plainly taught by the book of nature, or 
works of creation: for he that made the 
world muſt perfectly know, and under- 
ſtand how to guide and direct it: it is im- 
poſſible to ſuppoſe him uncapable of order- 
ing every thing in the beſt manner, who 
is the ſole author of all things that exiſt. 
And ſurely, that God, who could fo cafi. 
ly form ſuch a noble fabrick as the world, 
and furniſh it with ſuch a variety of won- 


. derful inhabitants, muſt needs be infinite- 


ly capable of governing it without mi- 
ſtakes, and perfect in power, to exerciſe his 
wiſe providence without any toil or pains. 
. God can more eaſily preſerve and rule the 
Whole world, than we can draw a breath : 
and to ſuppoſe that he can,but will not, muſt 
ariſe, either frqm an apprehenſion that it is 
needleſs for him ſo to do, or that he is 
without that tender regard to the off-ſpring 


| of his almighty power, which we poor 


mortals have, or ought to haye, to the 
fruit of our loins. Are parents, who do 
but inſtrumentally giye being to their chil- 
dren, enjoined by the laws of "nature, as 
well as nations, to take care of them; and 
ſhall we think that the univexſal parent of 
the world, who inclines not only rational, 


but animal creatures to take care of their 
production, does like an idle and uncon- 


erned ſpectator, behold the work of his 
| dan 


(15) 

own hands, wholly leaving the contrivances 
of his adoreable wiſdom, and the wonderful 
- monuments of his almighty power, at the 
diſpoſal of ſtubborn fate, or uncertain 
2 ? Beſides, to what end did God 
create the world? Was it not for his. own 
pleaſure and praiſe? Now the world can no 
more anſwer the end of its creation, than it 
could propoſe an end in being created, un- 
leſs he, who is the firſt cauſe of all things, 
doth guide, as well as uphold it, that it may 
anſwer his grand deſign, in bringing i it out 
of nothing. 

Tris truth is alſo evident from the con- 
ee of the world. For it can no more 
continue, than it could at firſt exiſt, with- 
out, God, whoſe hand at firſt formed it, is 
pleaſed to uphold it. And we may as well 
7 ſupp all things might have their being, 

out the creating power of the Almighty, 

as that any thing can be preſerved, without his 
ſupporting providence. As the world is com- 
pounded of parts ſo contrary in nature, that 
it cannot be thought they would have met 

together, had they „„ joined by the 
unlimited power of a Deity; = we mayjuſtly 
conclude that thoſe very different and con- 
tending qualities, that are in every part, would 
ſoon reduce the whole creation to its original 
chaos, were not the Creator's power con- 


ſap exerciſed, and gloriouſly UiPleyed, 


„„ 
in upholding the work of his hands. Hence 
preſervation has been commonly called a 
continued creation, every thing being 
ſerved by the ſame power, which at firſt 
gave it being; for not only rational, but 
animal creatures live and move in him : be 
giveth to the beaſts their food, and to the young 
ravens when they cry | ; the young lions roar 
after their prey, and ſeek their meat from 
God n. The innumerable creeping things alſo, 
that are on the earth, or in the ſea, theſe wait 
on him, who gives them their meat in due ſea- 
ſon, and when he hides his face they are trou- 
bled, and when he takes away their breath 
they die, and return to their duſt". And to 
what ſhall we aſcribe the beautiful cloath- 

ing of the lillies of the field, which excels 
that of Solomon?, or. the gay ornaments in 
which the earth annually appears, but to 
the providence of God ? Yea, if we ſhould 
aſcend from the meaneſt to the higheſt order 
of creatures, we may ſafely aſſert even con- 
cerning them, that as they have their perfect 
bleſſedneſs with God, and from him; fo 
their exiſtence, and their bleſſedneſs will for 
ever depend upon him: for it is incompa- 
tible with the nature of a creature, and the 
incommunicable property of the eternal God, 
to be independent. F 

3 | | Mort- 

1 Pfal, cxlvii. 9. = Pſal, civ, 21, verſ. 25, 
—29, 2 Matt, vi, 28, 29, 2 
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- MoREgveR, that God is the univerſal 
economiſt or. governor of the world is further 
manifeſt, in that, neither wicked men nor 
devils are ſuffered to do all the miſchief which 
their nature prompts them to, and whichthey 
would certainly do, were they not reſtrained 
by the powerful hand of divine Providence. 
As to Satan, we know that as his name is, fo 
is he (i. e. an adverſary) and that he is an 
adverſary not only of great power, but of 
greater malice, and ſo greatly doth he envy _ 
the happineſs of men, that he fails not to 
do his uttermoſt to make them miſerable; 
in this life, as well as in that which is to 
come : ſo that were there no ſuperior Be- 
ing that did reſtrain him, the whole world 
would be ſoon reduced to the: moſt miſera- 
ble circumſtances, by the dreadful effects of 
his inſatiable fury. Did God but remove 
the hedge of his protection, he would no 
more neglect, nor delay to plunder us, than 
he did Fob : he would ſoon find perſons of 
as covetous and bloody diſpoſitions, as the 
Sabeans and Chaldeans, om he would 
eaſily perſuade to ſteal our cattle, and mur- 
der our ſervants : were he not reſtrained by 
him who is God over all, he would ſoon con- 
ſume our goods with fire, and beat down our 
habitations with tempeſts as he did Job's: nay 
he would as certainly enter into our cattle, as 
into the ſwine of the Gadarenes, had he 
| but 
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but liberty from the Lord of the univerſe, 
And who can imagine how we ſhould be 
diſturbed and affrighted with apparitions, 
and terrified with dolefal ſounds and hide- 
ous noiſes; had Satan but the ſame liberty 
he has had at ſome times, and in ſome 
places? And whereas the Devil employs the 
ir tongues of ſome men to abuſe and 

nder the innocent ſervants of God, we 
Fannot but conclude that the grand accuſer 
would lay open all their faults and follies, 
that have come within his knowledge, that 
he might thereby diſcredit religion, harden 
many in their fins, and fill the faces of thoſe 
with confuſion before men, who have fin- 
cetely repented of their evils, and are freely 

irdoned of God, did not Providence, as to 
theſe things, in a great meaſure, ſttike him 
dumb. Nay he would be as cruel to our bo- 
dies as he was to that of Fob; he would rack 
us night and day with bitter pains, and ſmite 
us from the crown of the head to tlie ſole of 
the foot, if God would but fay to him con- 
cerning us, 1s they are in thy hands, Our 
minds alſo he would fill with the moſt per- 
plexihg thoughts, and dreadful blaſphemics, 
were he but faffered to exert his power, ac- 
cording to his malice and wickedneſs, The 
children of men are therefore unſpedkibly 
indebted to the Lord, for exercifing his ſo- 

_ vereiph' irreſiſtable providence, in _—_— 
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and reſtraining the malice and power of the 
angels of darkiieſs ; as alſo for checking the 
boiſtrous paſſions, and curbing the foamin 

laſts and corruptions of ungodly men, an 

thereby preventing the univerſal * 
tion of thoſe outrages, which, otherwiſe, 
would ſo far prevail, as to be deftruftive to 
all human ſocieties. No laws would be 
ftrong enough to bind men's vicious inclina- 
tions, did not the powerful hand of the 
Supreme Majeſty reſtrain the impetuous tor- 
rent thereof. There would be no living in 
the world, if God did not govern it. If 
alt bonds of reſtraint were taken off from 
men's helliſh luſts and furious paſſions, they 
would quickly deſtroy and devour one an- 
other. Take away, faith Tully, the be- 
« ing and providence of God out of the 
% world, and there follows nothing but 
« perturbation and confuſion in it ; not only 
« all ſanctity, piety, and devotion is deſtroy- 
« ed; but all faith, virtue, and human ſo- 
« ciety too.” That ſecret and powerful 
hand that prevented the neighbours of Ca- 
naan from deſiring the land of the Fews, 
while, purſuant to the divine command, all 
their males went three times a year up to 
Feruſalem, to appear before the Lord, = 
worſhip him?, does ſtill continue to reſtrain 
men from that violent wickedneſs, which 


5 would 
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en 
would fill the world with confuſion, and 
turn the earth. into an ace/dama, yea, make 


it a very hell to the people of God: for it 


is wofully evident that men are wicked 


enough to take away the lives of the moſt 
excellent and uſeful perſons in the world, 
by perjury, as well as open violence; and 
ſo to cover their wickedneſs with a pre- 
tence of juſtice: and the great reaſon why 
the innocent are not daily hurried to tri- 


bunals, and condemned there, as rebels and 


traitors, is becauſe their times are in God's 


hands; otherwiſe they that hate them ſo 


.much while in the world, would ſoon find 


a ſhort way to ſend them out of it. But he 
that flilleth the noiſe of the ſeas, ſtops alſo tbe 
tumult of the people *%, and bounds their rage 
and violence: he ſuffers ſo much of the wrath 
of men to break forth, as ſhall be ſubſervient to 
his praiſe, and his people's profit, and the re- 
mainder of their wrath he reſtrains . But, 
THAT which further proves our propoſi- 
tion is, that ſuch remarkable miſeries do of- 
ten befal the wicked, and ſuch ſignal falva- 
tions are ſometimes granted to good men, 
which, without the greateſt violence offered 


to our reaſon, we cannot aſcribe to any thing 


but the righteous providence of God; What 


bright proofs of his juſt and ſovereign. go- 


vernment are ſome of his judgments eſpe- 
cially ? 


4 Pal, Ixy, 7* F Pal. Ixxvi. 10. 
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cially ? and how impoſſible is it, any other 
way to account for them? as his ſending 
great ſwarms of flies among the Egyptians, 
while none troubled the 1Fraektes* ; and de- 
ſtroying, by a grievous murrain, the cattle 
of the one, while nothing died of all that 
appertained to the other? thus the Lord 
ſevered between the cattle of Iſrael and 
Egypt ©. Alſo on the Egyptians God ſends 
a prodigious hail, ſuch as they never ſaw be- 
fore; but none fell in the land of Goſhen, 
where the children of Mael dwelt *. The 
cauſes of theſe things none can diſcover ; 
unleſs they ſay with the magicians, his is 
the finger of God“. And; to omit the re- 
markable and dreadful judgment of the lo- 
cuſts, if any clearer inſtance could be de- 
ſired of the hand of God in human affairs, 
what abundant ſatisfaction may be received 
from that which follows? We read that, 
when Moſes ſtretebed forth bis hand towards 
heaven, there was a thick darkneſs in all the 
land of Egypt three days : they ſaw not one 
another, neither aroſe any from his place for 
three days ; but all the children of Iſrael had 

light in their dwellings *. 5 
Mok eoveR, many of the righteous judg- 
ments of God on wicked men,are ſo ſuited to 
the nature of thoſe crimes, by which they 
of | have 


| Exod. viii. 21, 22. * Exod. ix. 3, 4. * verſ. 22. 
» chap. viii. 19. Exod. x. 22, 23. 
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have peculiarly provoked the eyesof his glory, 
that hereby it is fully manifeſted, that theſe 
thingscome not caſually, but by theparticular 
direction of Providence. Pharaoh required 


that all the Hebrew males ſhould be moſt in- 


humanly murdered, that rae] might not be 
too ſtrong for him, but that he might keep 
them his captives: and the juſt and terrible 
God ſmites all the firſt- burn in the land of E- 


 gypt, from the firſt-born of Pharaoh, that ſat 


on the throne, to the firſt-born of the captive 


. that was in the dungeon, and all the firſt-born 


of cattle ?, and hereby makes way for the 


deliverance of his people. So that the very 


method, by which the hard-hearted tyrant 
thought to prolong their days of bondage, 
brings ſuch ſucceſſive. and keen ſtrokes of 
juſtice on himſelf, and his people, that he is 


at laſt intirely willing to' releaſe them, and 


glad to have them gone, - And whereas ſuch 
was Pharaoh's bloody cruelty,that he appoint- 
ed all the infant males of 1/ae/ to be caſt into 
the river; does not the righteousGod remark- 
ably retaliate, firſt in turning the rivers of E- 


gypt into blood, and at laſt, in making a grave 


fo. Pharaoh and all his hoſt, in the Red. Sa? 
Thus he that wickedly drowned fo many for 
his own ſafety, is, by the juſt judgment of 
God, drowned himſelf, while furiouſly ſeek- 
ing their deſtruction. We have variety of in- 


y Exod. xii, 29. 
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ſtances, which ſhew how God has ſuited his 


judgments, either to the nature of men's ſins, 
or to the times when, and places where, they 


have been committed, and the inſtruments 
that have been employed in perpetrating thoſe 


iniquities by which he has been provoked. Dr. 
FJ. Mather, in his diſcourſe on Povidence, has 
taken noticeof many pertinent inſtances ofthis 


kind. Theythat have not his excellent tract, will 


do well to compare the ſcriptures in the mar- 
gin *. To which I may add, that as the reign- 
ing ſin of Sodom was burning and unnatural 
luſt; ſo the juſt God conſumed that unclean 
and filthy city, by raining fire and brimſtone 
from heaven upon it. Cruel Agag's mercileſs 
ſword had made many tender mothers childleſs; 
and his mother 1s made childleſs among women, 
even after he thought the bitterneſi of death 
had been pa. Haughty and blood-thirſty 
Haman could take no ſatisfaction in all his 
greatneſs and honour, unleſs Mordecar bowed 
the knee to him: neither would hanging Mor- 
decai on a gallows of fifty cubits high, be a ſuf- 
ficient ſacrifice to his unbounded pride, and 
inſatiable rage; for he thought ſcorn to lay 
hands on Mordecai alone*. But, behold the 
juſt retributions of Providence! he that, with 

AL: C 2 diabo- 


* 1 Chron. xxi. 4. comp. verſ. 17. Joel xxxvi. 
&c, Judg. i. 7. Chap, ix. 5. and verſ. 52, Ce. 
I Sam. xv. 32, 33 Eſther iii. 6. 
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diabolical malice, ſeeks the deſtruction of 
the chureh of God, thereby brings himſelf 
to a miſerable end, as juſt, as it was ſhame- 
ful : he who purſued, and expected nothing 
leſs than all the dignity, that could be con- 
ferred on the man, whom the king delighted to 
honour, -ends his life with the immortal in- 
famy and ſhame of being hanged, on a lofty 
gallows of his own building. And how 
apparent is the parallel betwixt the fin, and 
the puniſhment, of Nadab and Abibu? They 
offered ſtrange fire, and it was ſtrange fire 
that killed them; for it did not burn their 
garments*®, And how. many of the kings 
of Iſrael came to the throne by treaſon and 
murder, and were cut off in the fame man- 
ner? Had Zimri peace who flew his maſter * ? 
The kings, princes, prieſts, and prophets of 
Fudah, are all guilty of great idolatry, in 
worſhipping and ſerving the hoſt of heaven; 
and God threatens that their dead bones ſhall 
be brought out of their graves, and ſpread be- 
fore the ſun and moon, and all the hoſt of hea-. 
ven,whom they had loved; and that they ſhould 
not be buried, but remain as dung upon the 
face of the earth*. Thus God's judgments 
often bear the very image of thoſe fins that 
have procured them. | 
Socrates, the eccleſiaſtical hiſtorian, tells 
us of Valens the emperor, a maintainer of 
8 | Ariamſm, 
Lev. x, © 2 Kings ix, 31 Fer. viii. 1, 2. 
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Arianiſin, that ad 77 orthodox chri- 
ſtians ſailed from Conſtantinople to Nicome- 
dia, to treat with him about thoſe points, and 
to ſettle the matter in difference, this is wicked 
emperor, hearing of their approach, cauſed 
the ſhips to be fired wherein they were, and 
conſumed them all. But, ſome. time after, 
this cruel wretch, in his wars againſt the 
Goths, was worſted, and put to flight; and 
hiding himſelf in a little cottage, the ene- 
my came by, and burnt the cottage, and him 
in it, © Here was, as one obſerves, burn- 
e ing for burning *,” And it is remarkable, 
what our Engliſb chronicles relate concern- 
ing William II. ſirnamed Rufus, that hay- 


ing made a law, that whoſoever killed a 


deer fhould ſuffer the ſame. puniſhment as 
if he killed a man, was himſelf killed by 
Sir Walter Tyrell, as he was ſhooting at a 
deer: the * eſcaped, but the king loſt 
his life. Nay, when God's own children 
have plowed iniquity, they have reaped the 

ſame : as you may ſee in the caſe of David, 
2 Sam. xii. 9, 10, 11. 

Go alſo has ſometimes cauſed his terri- 
ble judgments to overtake men, in the very 
places where they have moſt remarkably pro- 
voked him with their ſins. We have an. 
eminent inſtance of this in the ſentence of 
heaven againſt the children of Judah, for 
their horrible idolatry. The manner of 

Toe”... EET... 
Exod. xxi. 2 5. 
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their burning their ſons and daughters in 
the fire to Moloch, I find thus deſcribed. The 
idol being made hollow, had a fire kindled 
within it, and the child that was offered, was 
fixed in the hands of the idol, which were 
ſtretched out for that purpoſe; and ſo by the 
flames of fire, and heat of the idol, which 
was made of braſs, it was burnt, and con- 
ſumed. And that the voice of ſuch tortured 
Infants might not be heard, they uſed pipes, 
timbrels, and other inſtruments in the valley 
of Tophet, ſo called from topb, i. e. a tabret, 
or drum. Now in the place where they 
Had, notwithſtanding the expreſs prohibi- 
tion of God, imitated the heathen in this 
moſt inhuman idolatry, as well as unnatural 
murder®, even there were they to receive the 
ſignal marks of divine vengeance, they were to 
be buried till there was no more place to bury, 
and then their carcaſſes were to be made meat 
For the fouls of heaven. Naboth was murder- 
ed, that Ahab might have his vineyard : but 
no ſooner had he taken poſſeſſion of it, but 
he is met by Elijab the Tiſpbite, with a Thus 
faith the Lord, In tbe place where dogs licked 
-the blood of Natoth, ſhall dogs lick thy blood, 
even thine'. "Nay, ſometimes thoſe very 
members of the body, which have been em- 
1 e NR ALIEe ployed 


Deut. xviii, 10. compare chap. xi. 31. Jer. 


vii, 31s 32. II King. xxi, 19, compare 2 King, 
ix, 26, 


"ad... 
ployed in ſinful Fa have received the 
bible ſtrokes of divine juſtice. Jeroboam 
puts forth his hand againſt the faithful pro- 
phet ; but it is dried up, fo that he cannot 
pull it in again k. It is faid of Henry IV. 
of France, that he was a prince of excel- 
lent. parts and accompliſhments; and attend- 
ed with marvellous ſucceſs, while he owned 
the truths of Chriſt : but he renounced the 
faith, and turned apoſtate for fear of dan- 
ger; and ſoon after, he was ſtabbed in the 
mouth by a a Teſuit. Whereupon, a pro- 
teſtant gentleman uſed this freedom with 
him, „Sir, ſays he, you have denied God 
.,\ and his truth with your mouth, and he 
has given you there a firoke ; take heed 
yon deny him not alſo with Hou heart, 
<** leſt the next ſtroke be there ;* ; which ac- 
cordingly fell out, for being, at laſt ſo left 
of God, as to become a cordial papiſt, he 
was ſtabbed by a bloody villain, one Ravil- 
liac, who ſuppoſed him to be a Hugoner. 
AndDuSerres,his own hiſtoriographer, faith, 
eit was through the very heart. To ob- 
ſerve how exactly men's calamities have often 
comported with their crimes, is enough yo 
convince the moſt beſotted Atheiſt 9g 
being, and providence of God. ä 
THe juſt God has made ſome of all · ſorts 
of the — daring ſinners, to be in this 
C 4 world | 
r x King, xili. 4. 3 Brard's Theatre, p. 273. 
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world the apparent monuments of his juſtice 
and wrath ; but has he not ſet the moſt 
fignal and frequent marks of his diſpleaſure 
upon them, who either have been the pro- 
feſſed enemies of his people, or have ſided 
with thoſe that were ſuch *? Sharp perſe- 
cutions which tear the people of God in pieces, 
have fuller vialsof judgments here, than vollies 
of other fins which rend the glory of his 
name. God was not only angry with the 
Edomites, for violence | againſt their brother 
Facob, for which he threatens ſhame ſhould 
cover them, and they ſhould be cut off for 
ever, Obadiah, verſe 9, 10, &c. but alſo, 
becauſe they /tood on the other fide, in the day 
that ſtrangers carried the Jews captives ; 
they were ſpectators of their miſery, but 
did not appear for their relief, Yea, they 
rejoiced over them in the day of their deftru- 
ion, and laid their hands upon their ſub- 
ſtance, i. e. were ready to receive it in the 
day of their calamity, verſ. 12, 13. They 
alſo very diligently attended in the croſs ways, 
to cut off thoſe few of the Fews that eſcaped 
from the Chaldeans; or to deliver them up 
into the hands of their enemies, that they 
might be lain. Therefore God threatens 
them, that as they did, fo it ſhould be done 
unto them, and their reward ſhould return 
upon their own bead, verſ. 1 5. and that e- 
a ruſalem's 


2 Charn, up], to vol. ii, p. 69. 
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ruſalem's bitter cup ſhould paſs over 7o the 
daughter of Edom, and ſhe ſhould be drunken, 
and make herſelf naked”, And theſe awful 
| threatnings were, not long after, punctual- 
ly fulfilled, | | 
_ AvTHENTICE hiſtories furniſh us with 
many ſuch ſurpriſing inftances ; which ſhew 
how exactly the judgments of God upon 
his enemies, have anſwered the evils they 
have been guilty of towards his faints; fo 
that in them the dimmeſt eyes, unleſs wil- 
fully blind, may plainly read, not only that 
God is juſt in himſelf; but alſo, that he 
' governs the affairs of this world, according 
to the ſtricteſt rules of righteouſneſs. Thus, 
at ſome times, when inhuman wretches have 
ated their barbarous cruelty on any part, or 
member of the bodies of the ſaints; the 
ſame, by the juſt retribution of providence, 
has been ated over upon themſelves, _ 
In the reign of king Henry VIII. one Adam 
Damlip, alias George Bucker, a ſincere 
3 of God's word, ſuffered at Calais; 


is greateſt enemy was one Sir Ralph Eller- 


ken, who, at the time of his execution, 
ſaid, and ſwore, he would not go from the 
lace, till he ſaw his heart out: but in a 
little time after, the ' faid Sir Ralph was 

lain in a ſkirmiſh between the French and 
| Engliſh at Bullogn; and his enemies ſtript 


* Lam, iv. 1. 
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him naked, cut off his privy members, and 
. * pulled bis heart out of bis body ; which cru- 
elty they uſed to none other of the com- 
ban, and therefore, this circumſtance may 
be juſtly looked upon as the righteous judg- 
ment of God upon him, who ſo much de- 
fired to ſee Damlip's heart. | 
Also the very members of the bodies 
of thoſe vile creatures, which have been 
employed in the moſt ſavage wickedneſs, 
have received ſuch viſible ſtrokes of Divine 
vengeance, as fully confirm the doctrine of 
Divine providence. The idolaters in the 
emperor Julians time, did not only perſe- 
cute and put to death Cyrillus, a deacon of 
Heliopolis; but they eat his liver with 
bread, as if it had been the ſweeteſt mor- 
ſe] ; but the all- ſeeing eye of a juſt God 
took a ſpecial notice of this horrid villainy, 
and his righteous hand ſoon revenged it: 
for their teeth which chewed this unnatural 
food, fell all out of their heads; and their 
tongues where with they taſted it, rotted and 
conſumed to nothing; yea their eyes where- 
with they beheld it failed, and they became 
blind: and thus were they all ſerved, 
« faith my aut bor, not one excepted, bear- 
« ing juſtly the marks of God's wrath, for 
« ſo unnatural a deed*®.” And how often 
has God ſtruck thoſe men dumb who oo 
, n 
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been witneſſes againſt his ſeryants, or have 
unjuſtly condemned them, or thoſe who 
have endeavoured to ſtop the mouths of his 
miniſters? Archbiſhop Arundels tongue was 
ſo ſmitten, while giving ſentence againſt the 
lord Cobham, that he could neither ſwallow 
nor ſpeak, but died before him. 
Nay ſometimes the very inſtruments of 
_ cruelty, by which wicked men have de- 
ſigned to put a period to the lives of the 
godly, have been juſtly employed in the 
hand of providence, for the righteous execu- 
tion of thoſe that purpoſed to uſe them 

unrighteoufly. Pope Hildebrand hires a 
perſon to murder Henry IV. emperor of 
Germany, which he was to do as he was at 

rayers, by throwing a ſtone upon him 
From the place directly over him; but as 
the perſon moved the ſtone to do this horrid 
act, he brake the plank he ſtood upon, and 
Fell down, the ſtone falling on himſelf; and 
ſo he was killed by the ſame ſtone with which 
he deſigned to kill the emperor, who re- 
mained ſafe. All theſe inſtances fully prove, 
that che Lord rewards the doers of evil ac- 
cording to their wickedneſs * ; and, in the 
we may, with our eyes, behold and ſee the re- 
ward of the wicked". 
NEe1THER is the ſpecial and wonder- 

oy) Fo ARGS py ful 
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4. #9 

ful providence of God leſs evident, from 

the, protection, deliverances, and ſupplies, 
C 


which have attended good men in their 
various wants, dangers, and diſtreſſes; ſome 
of which have not only been above and be- 
yond, but contrary to the courſe of nature. 

Inſtances of this kind have been, by the 
ſame providence, carefully preſerved, and 
tranſmitted down from one age to another. 

Who is there that has not read, or heard, that 
the waters of the Red-Sea divided, and ſtood 
up like a wall on each fide, that Hrael might 
paſs between on dry ground ? And is it not 
known. to all who credit the oracles of God, 
how he fed them with manna in the wilder- 
neſs, and for forty years ſuffered not their 
raiment to wax old? And that when their 
time to enter into Canaan was come, though 
2 then overflowed its ban ks, yet as 
oon as the feet of the prieſts, that bare the 
ark of the Lord, dipped in the brim of the 
water, the waters roſe up like an heap on 
the one fide, and were cut off on the other, 
and the people had both a wonderful and 
fafe paſſage into the land of Promiſe? Nor 
is it leſs wonderful that, when they came 
thither, the 2 and the moon brake the 
courſes they had conſtantly kept from the 
creation of the world, and 21 ill to give 
them the opportunity of a compleat victory 
over their enemies. 
; Mos x- 
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MokkovER, Divine Providence has not 
only, many times, interpoſed in a very wons 
derful manner, in the behalf of good peo- 
ple in general, but in the ſignal appearances 
of God for ſome of them in particular. Mo- 
ſes was, from his youth, a darling of pro- 
vidence; and the whole ſeries of his life 
was attended with bright proofs of the ſpe- 
cial favour of heaven: he left all the trea- 
ſures of Egypt for the ſake of religion, and 
yet brought Jrael up from thence enriched 
with Egyptian treaſures: this excellent per- 
ſon deſpiſed the crown of Egypt, for the 
ſake of a good conſcience; and he was made, 
by the Supreme Majeſty, a God to Pbaraob : 
nay, he had a far greater honour: than that 
conferred on him; for God himſelf pate to 
him face to face, as a man'ſpeaketh unto bis 
friend*, And what fingular manifeſtations. 
of the divine glory, and familiar diſcoveries 
of the will of God, had he in mount Sinai; 
where, for forty days and nights, he re- 
mained without the ordinary ſupports of 
life? an illuſtrious evidence of the truth 
of that bleſſed declaration, that man livetb 
not by bread only, but by every word that pro- 
.ceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord. To 
this inſtance of Moſes, I might add that of 
Elijab, who, though he lived on earth, and 
| p65 Se IM entered 
. Exod, vii, 1, . * Exod, xxxiii. 11; Deut. 
viii. 3. ; | 
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entered into heaven, long afterthe law-giver 
of Iſrael; yet he was his bright companion 
in attending on the bleſſed Redeemer, at 
his transfiguration on the mount. And the 
preſervation of this courageous man of God, 
affords us a remarkable proof, not only of 
the exiſtence of a Deity; but alſo that his 
werful, and watchful providence extends 
rom the angels to the ravens; nor is it 
eaſy to determine which was moſt won- 
derful, either that the hungry ravens ſhould 
be his conſtant caterers, and bring him bread 
and fleſh in the morning, and bread and fleſh 
in the evening, while perhaps they want» 
ed for themſelves, and their young; or that 
the cake, to which the angel invited him, ſhould 
ſtrengthen him ſo as that he ſhould be able to 
travel for forty days together, until be came to 
Horeb, the mount of God, without any other 
ſuſtenance . How conſpicuous alſo is the di- 
vine interpoſition, in the preſervation of Da- 
mel in the lion's den; and the three pious 
worthies in the fiery farnace? It was as 
natural for the lions to tear and devonr, 
as it was for the fire to ſcorch and conſume; 
but both comply with the prohibition of the 
God of nature; and thus in their kind, 
honour their, Creator. in that they do no 
harm to his ſervants. 'The body of Poly- 
carp, it is faid, could not be conſumed oy 


* x King. xvii, 6. 17 chap. xix. 8. 
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the fire, which his bloody perſecutors kindled, 
but it ſtood like a wall round about him. 

And it is well known, that though the flames 
burnt bleſſed Baynbam, yet it was without 
torment to him; and there is good ground 
to believe, that no man ever died with more 
eaſe ; for when his legs were half conſum- 
ed, he cried out, O ye Papiſts, ye look 
ce for miracles, here ye may ſee one; for in 
* this fire I feel no more pain, than if I 
« were in a bed of down, and it is to me a 
« bed of roſes.” Thus we ſee God ſome- 
times chaths his adverſaries with ſhame, and 
they are made to cover themſelves with their 
own confufion as with a mantle? ;; while he 
viſibly ſtands af the right-hand * of his peo- 


ple to ſave them, and to ſhew his power, 


and the influence of his providence, over every 
thing, in their 2 Hi 

Ir may alſo be obſerved, that ſo far above, 
and even contrary to nature, have the brute 
creatures ſometimes acted, as muſt evident - 
ly prove, they were guided by the ſovereign 
hand of Divine Providence. The Philiſtine: 
were not ſo irrational as to imagine, if two 
milch kine, on whom no yoke ever came, 


did readily forſake their ſtalls and their calves, 


and orderly draw the cart, wherein the ark 
of God was, taking the direct way to Beth- 
ſhemeſh*, that this could be all owing to 

chance, 


ry Pal, cix, 29, = Pal, xvi. 8, * 1 Sam. vi. 12. 
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chance, or accident: though, what is thers 
that ſeems to us more caſual, than the mo- 
tion of two heifers unaccuſtomed to the 
yoke? And yet, by this inſtance, we ſee 
what viſible diſcoveries God has been pleaſed 
to give of the certainty of his holy Provi- 
dence.: he ſometimes makes even thoſe 
things that ſeem moſt contingent, evidently 
prove that there is nothing ſo®. 

Tre ſpecial hand of God in human af- 
fairs has been alſo manifeſted, in the me- 
thod, ſo ſucceſsfully uſed in former times, for 
deciding doubtful and important caſes, by 
caſting of lots: for when a juſt occaſion has 
occurred, and ſolemn application has, in 
this way, been made to that God, . who 
only can give @ perfect lote, we find that 
firſt, the tribe has been taken. from among 
all the tribes, then the family, then. the 
houſhold, and at laſt, the very perſon, who 
was to be advanced, or puniſhed. Now 
why did the lot fall upon Achan, among 
the houſhold of Zabdi, but becauſe he was 
the very man that had ſinned? Or why 
upon Saul, rather than any other of the 
tribe of Benjamin, but becauſe he was the 
perſon, whom the Lord had choſen to be 
king over 1/rae/*? Or can there any na- 
tural cauſe be aſcribed why the lot ſhould 

e fall 
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fall upon Jonah, rather than upon any of the 
mariners? Can there any other reaſon in- 
deed be aſſigned for it, than that it was 
owing to his diſobedience, that God had 
brought them all into ſuch diſtreſs? And 
thus therefore, as the event of this practice 
is, as to us, one of the moſt precarious, 
and uncertain things in the whole world, 
we maſt ſay with Solomon, the lot is caſt into 
the lap; but the whole diſpofing eat vn, of 
the Lord*. And ſhall we aſcribe unto him 
the ordering, and d:/þofing of ſo minute a 
matter, as that of the (of, when caſt into the 
lap; and yet doubt of his abſolute ſuper- 
incendency, and univerſal government of 
heaven and earth, and all that is therein ? 
No certainly but as the ſplendid glory of 
God's creating power and wiſdom; are viſible 
in the things that do appear, ſo the ſpeech 
of every day, and the /anguage of every 
night *, celebrate the high praiſes of that 
powerful, conſtant, and perfect providence, 
that ſupports and governs all perſons, and 
things. The Lord hath prepared bis throne 
in the heavens, and his kingdom ruleth over 
all , and therefore, bleſs the Lord all bis 

works, in all places of his dominion ®, 
To all theſe things I might add, that the 
certainty, perfection and glory of Divine 
a %; 


Pro- 


* Prov. xvi. 33. * Plal, xix, 2. © Plal, ciii. 
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! is apparent, from the exact ac- 
compliſhment of ſacred predictions, even in 
the moſt unlikely, and minute events and 
circumſtances. Eliſba propheſieth of great 
plenty in Samaria, at a time, when the 
thing ſeemed very improbable, and the un- 
believing Lord could ſcarce think it poſ- 
fible* : but his death proves the truth of that 
ediction, to which he could give no cre- 
dit. Joſbua, by divine inſpiration, pro- 
nounces a curſe on that perſon, whoſoever 
he were, who ſhould rebuild Jericho; and 
foretels, that he ſhould lay the foundation 
thereof in bis 70 hora, and ſet up the gates 
in his youngeſt: Jon : and above five hundred 
years after, this city, whoſe deſolations 
were, to remain as a laſting monument of 
the indignation of God againſt idolatry, 
was built by Hie the Betholite and be laid 
the foundation thereof in the death of Abi- 
ram, his firſt-born, and ſet up the gates in 
the death of Segub his youngeſt fon . When 
Abhab's covetouſneſs had produced the mur- 
der of Nabeth, the righteous God threatens, 
that in the very place where: dogs licked the 


bload of Naboth, they ſhould lick the blood 
of Ahab and the event - anſwers, both as 


to Abab's perfon, and his ſon Fehoram. 


To add no more in confirmation of this 
point, 


12 King. vii. I 0 Joſh. vi. 26. compare with 
1 King. xvi. 4 1 Compare 1 King. xxi, 19. 
with XXii. 38. and 2 King, ix. 26, 
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point, it is very plain, that the accom- 

pliſhment of the prophecies of the old 
teſtament, takes up a great part of the 
| new: ſo that we may evidently ſee the 
| truth of what the prophet faith, v/z. that 
the Lord confirmeth the words of his ſervants, ? 

and per formetb the counſel of his meſſengers w. 

But I proceed to a ſecond propoſition ; vis. 


PRor. II. That the great end of God, in 
upholding and governing the world, and in 
all he does therein, is his own glory, and the 
good of his people. | ; 

As it is impoſſible: for a wiſe agent to 
| act without propoſing an end; fo it is moſt 
| certain, he that is infinitely perfect in wif —> 
, dom, muſt propoſe the higheft and moſt 2 

Excellent ends, in all he does: and what 

| can that be, but his on glory? As God 
0 made nothing in vain, ſo he does nothing 
| without an end and deſign; We may as 
well ſuppoſe, that God made ſomething he 
knows not why, as that he does any thing 
he knows not wherefore ; though either of 
theſe ſuppoſitions are as irrational, as they 
are blaſphemous: for it draws a'veil upon 


the abſolute perfection of the divine Being, 
to ſuppoſe that he ever did, or ever will do 
{ any thing in vain, But as he made all 


1 things at firſt for himſelf; i. e. for his own 
| glory; ſo, to this end, he will never ceaſe 
. to 

a Iſai, xliv, 26. 
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to guide and over-rule every thing that he 
has made. It is this he defigns, in his 
various diſpenſations towards men, in fa- 
vouring and bleſſing ſome, and in puniſh- 
ing and deſtroying others. The Lord loved 
his people Mrael, and was nigh to them, 

he loaded them with benefits, and, for their 
ſakes, he wrought many wonderful things; 
and his end was, iv make himſelf a name of 
greatneſs and terribleneſs 3. And to the fame 
purpoſe did he plague Pharaob, with variety 


of ſtrange and dreadful judgments *. o. Nor 


is this the end of God, only with reſpect to 
ſuch things, as are done more immediately 


by his own hand; but alfo in what he em- 


ploys inſtruments, yea, in what he ſuffers 


wicked men, or devils to do. Ungodly 
men execute his counſel, and fulfil his 
. pleaſure, though they know. it not. And 
though Satan be the implacable enemy of 
God's glory; and his evil nature inclines 
him, with unwearied induſtry, to oppoſe 
its advancement ; yet, by the ſuperior and ir- 
reſiſtible arm of the Almighty, his malice 
and rage is often remarkably over-ruled, and 
made ſubſervient to that excellent end, to 
which he is moſt averſe, When he plun- 
dered Job of his ſubſtance, murdered his 
children with a tempeſt, and ſmote his 

body 
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body all over with boils, how far was he 
from deſigning, to make him a mirror of pa- 
tience to all ſucceeding generations? But ye 
have heard of the patience of Job, and have 
ſeen the end of the Lord. Innumerable in- 


ſtances might be given, wherein both Sa- 


tan, and wicked men, (his emiſſaries and 
vaſſals) have been employed in the hand of 
ſovereign providence, to bring to paſs thoſe 
events, which are utterly inconſiſtent with 
the nature, either of the one, or of the other 
to propoſe. But it is abundantly ſufficient, 
to this purpoſe, to mention that of the ſal- 
vation of men, by the bloody and accurſed 
death of the meek and ſpotleſs Son of God, 
and the ſpreading of the goſpel, by the 

rſecution of the ſaints *, 

IT is alſo given to Jeſus Chrift, as media- 


tor, 70 be head over all things to the church *, 


i. e. to rule and govern all the affairs of the 
whole world, as he, in his perfect wiſdom, 
ſhall ſee moſt conducive, and ſubſervient, to 


their real advantage and welfare, who are his 


myſtical body. And in every thing that 


can befal them, he, who never fails to ac- 
compliſh all his purpoſes, deſigns their good; 


and though often their faith is too weak 
for them to think ſo; yet God's thoughts 
are not as our thoughts*, The children of 

na > a 
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Ifrael, when led a journey of forty years 
through 2 great and terrible wilderneſs, 

herein were fiery ſerpents and ſcorpions, and 
where there were many other inconveni- 
ences, were very prone to entertain hard 
thoughts of God, as well as of Moſes his ſer- 
vant ; though the gracious end of God, in 
all his dealings with them, was to humble 
them, and prove them, and do them good in 
their latter end. Perhaps alſo at: pious 
perſons, who were firſt carriedcaptives out of 
their native land, the land of Promiſe, were 
ſcarcely able to believe, that God ſent them 
into the land of the Chaldeans, for their good. 

But though our faith fail, be abideth faith- 
ful, who has aſſured us, that the thoughts be 
thinks towards us, are thoughts of peace, and 


not of evil, to give us an expected end". And 


this leads me to a third propoſition, 


Prop. III. That, whatever comes to paſs, 
or is done under the ſun, that God, to whoſe 
providence it muſt be aſcribed, can certainly 
make it effetual, not only to his own glory, 
but 2 to the real profit, and advantage of 
bis people. 

We. have already ſhewed, that theſe are 
the ends the wiſe — perfect God propoſes, 
in whatſoever he does in the world; and 
we can no more doubt of his ability to at- 

| | _ tain 
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tain the ends he has in view, than of his 
being God over all; ſince all tolerable con- 
ceptions of the nature of a Deity, muſt ne- 
ceflarily include his being almighty. He 
that is infinite in his eſſence, can never be 
limited in his power; neither can any, I 
think, be ſo ſtupid, and irrational, as to 
acknowledge God to be omniſcient in his 
underſtanding to diſcern, perfect in his wiſ- 
dom to contrive, abſolute in his will to de- 


termine; and yet doubt, whether he be 


infinite in his power to execute his wiſe 
and holy reſolves. Even an heathen could 
ſay, if you know God, you know that be can 
do all things. Surely he who is ſtiled the 
Almighty, no leſs than ſeventy times, in the 
Holy Bible, can never be nonpluſſed with 
any difficulty, nor be driven to any ſtraits ; 
neither does he eyer want power or {kill to 
effect his gracious purpoſes, and do his peo- 
ple good, even by thoſe things, which ſeem 
to make moſt againſt them: which may 
be concluded, not only from the confidera- 
tion of that omnipotent. power, which is 
one of the effential properties and perfe- 


ctions of God; but it may be alſo eaſily col- 
lected from the many inſtances, in which 


he has magnified his power, in making 
thoſe perſons the effectual inſtruments of 
his people's good, who have the fartheſt | 


off from any ſuch deſign ; and thoſe things | 
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to contribute to it, which have naturally 


had a direct contrary tendency. The pre- 
cious life of the apoſtle Paul, was ſaved by 
the reſolution of Feſtus ; who, for any thing 
that appears from the hiſtory, might be as 
really unacquainted with his danger, as he 
was a ſtranger to his worth. This Roman 


governor, being come to FJeruſalem, the 


blood-thirſty Jews defire of him, as a ſpe- 
cial favour, that Paul might be ſent for 
from Ceſarea to Jeruſalem, for this ſecret 
reaſon, that they might murder him by the 
way. Feſtus is determined, by his inviſi- 
ble hand, no|doubt, who ſways his ſcepter 
in the hs of men, that Paul ſhould not 
come to him, nor. them at Teruſalem ; but 
that himſelf would ſhortly go to Paul at 
Ceſarea; and, by this means, the apoſtle 
is protected from their bloody hands, to 
whoſe malice and cruelty he might, .other- 
wiſe have fallen a grateful ſacrifice *. 
Tux y that have leaſt real regard for 
God's people, are often the inſtruments pro- 
vidence uſes for their ſalvation, When Pha- 
raob's daughter embraced and adopted the 
forlorn infant, how far was ſhe. from in- 
tending to nurſe up, either a choſen veſſel 
for the Lord, or a captain and a ſaviour for 


the poor enſlaved Iſraelites? Had there not 


been a more watchful eye over Moſes, than 


| that 
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that of his ſiſter, the brink of the river had 
indeed been the brink of ruin: but when 
his father and mother muſt forſake him, they 
committed him to that God, who took 
care of him?; and by the ſpecial direction 
of whoſe providence, no doubt, it was, 
that Pharaoh's daughter came, at that time, 
to the very place, where, but a little be- 
fore, thoſe affectionate parents had parted 
with their condemned babe. And how 
obſervable is the divine hand, in determin- 
ing the heart of this Egyptian princeſs, to 
take into her ſpecial care one, whom ſhe ' 
could not but know her father had doomed 
to die? Nor is it leſs obſervable, that Pha- 
raob ſhould ſuffer his daughter to become 
the mother of a Hebrew child; eſpecially, 
if we may credit what Foſephus relates, viz. 
that Pharaoh was warned by one of his 
prieſts, that about this time there ſhould 
ariſe one, who ſhould work much harm to 
the Egyptians, and greatly exalt- the Irael- 
ites; which was one occaſion of the bloody 
edict for the murdering of their males. 
From ſuch inſtances as theſe, of which 
many might be produced, it is very evident, 
that many ſuch perſons are over- ruled by 
the divine hand, and their actions directed 
by the ſpecial providence of God, for the 
welfare and happineſs of his people, wha | 
are 
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are the fartheſt from deſigning them any good. 
The Lord chaſtiſed an hypocritical nation by 
by the - Aſſyrian, who was the rod of his an- 
ger; bowbeit tbe Aſſyrian meant not ſo, nei- 
ther did his heart think ſo ; but it was in his 
heart to cut off and deſtroy nations not a 
e. . | 
= Wu men have been big with evil pur- 
| poſes againſt the deſpiſed people of God, 
and in pain to bring them forth, even then 
the ſteps which they have taken, have often 
been made apparently ſubſervient to the ad- 
vantage of thoſe, whoſe ruin they have aimed 
at. Joſepb's cruel and unnatural brethren 
hate him, conſpire againſt him, and fell him 
for a ſlave; and yet all this, together with 
the baſe, unjuſt- accuſation of his vicious 
miſtreſs, make way for his being lord of E- 
gypt, where, according to his own pro- 
phecies, and God's gracious purpoſe, the 
fun, and the moon, and the eleven ſtars, make 
abeiſance to bim. | 
Tux like may be obſerved concerning 
Mordecai, and the church of God in his 
time; the ſcheme of whoſe ſpeedy de- 
ſtruction was contrived and purſued by Ha- 
man, their- proud and cruel enemy; but 
that juſt and gracious Lord, who ruletb 
over all, baffles and confounds his wicked 
purpoſes, and attempts; and cauſes all his 
50 | pride 
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pride and rage to iſſue, not only in the 
ſhameful loſs of his own life, but alſo in 
the advancement of Mordecai, the object of 
his moſt inveterate hatred, and the ſalvation 
of the Jews, the people he had deſtined to 
deſtruction, and with whoſe bloody maſſacre 
he hoped ſhortly to ſatiate his malice ©. The 
viſible hand of God in this matter, may 
be obſerved in ſuch remarks as theſe, Firſt, 
that after three days ſpent in faſting, to 
which, no doubt, were joined ſolemn and 
fervent prayers, Efther,. the pious queen, 
ventures her life, and goes to the king, 
though it was not according to law, to ad- 
dreſs him for the lives of her people; and 
ſhe finds favour in his eyes, though ſhe 
had been thirty days abſent from him, 
before that time. Secondly, that the next 
night after the king had been at Eſfther's 
banquet, he could not fleep. Again, Thirdly, 
that it then ſhould come in his mind, to have 
the book of the records of the chronicles 
read before him. And, Fourthly, that, that 
part ſhould be then read, that gave account 
of loyal and faithful Mordecai's being the 
inſtrument of ſaving the king's life. As 
_ alſo, Fiſthiy, that this great man ſhould be 
immediately ſo influenced, by principles of 
juſtice and gratitude, as to enquire diligently 
what honourable reward had been conferred 
0 on 
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on Mordecai, for this; and that, finding 
he had met with the common treatment of 
the moſt uſeful men, viz. to be neglected 
and forgot, he ſhould immediately reſolve 
to confer upon him all the dignity due to 
the man, whom the king delighted to honour. 
AGAIN, it is well worthy of obſerva- 
tion, that, when wicked men have moſt 
diligently combined their powers, and bent 
them with the greateſt fury againſt the 
church of Chriſt; when they have, by 
violent perſecution, ſcattered the people of 
God, and ſeperated them from one another, 
as well as driven them from their ſeveral ha- 
bitations, and families; this has been made 
effectual for the increaſe of their number, 
the propagation of the truth they profeſs, 
and the growth of grace and comfort in 
their own ſouls. When Saul made havock 
of the church, entering into every houſe, and 
| baling men and women to priſon, what was 
the conſequence ? Why the diſciples being 
ſeattered abroad, go every where preaching 
the goſpel. It was then, Philip went down 
to the city of Samaria, and preached Chriſt 
fo them; and the people attentively heard 
him, believed, and were baptized, and there 
was great joy in that city ©. Alſo, they which 
- are Pateered abroad upon the perſecution that 
groſe about Stephen, travelled as far as Phe- 
nice, 
* Acts viii. 3, 4. verſ. 5—12, 
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nice, and Cyprus, and Antioch y and ſore of 
| them being, by birth, nen of Cyprus and Cy- 
rene, though others preached to none but 
the Jews only; yet, when they came ta, An- 
tioch, they ſpake unto the Grecians there, 
preaching the Lord TFeſus. And the hand 
of the Lord was with them; and à great 
number believed, and turned to the Lord“. 
80 that the violent perſecution, which ſcat- 
tered the faints at Feru/alem, iſſues, you ſee, 
in the ſpreading the goſpel among the Gre- 
cians, and the gathering a famous church of 
Gentile | believers, at Antioch. God often 
makes the tears and ſufferings of his ſer- 
vants, while living, as well as the blood 
of his martyrs when dead, the ſeed of the 
church: and he often builds up his Zion b 
thoſe. who ſeek to raſe ber to the ea 
and makes the fury and cruelty of ravening 
wolves, ſubſervient to the increaſe of that 
bleſſed, though little flock, to whom it is 
his good pleaſure to give the 3 But I 
en to obſerve, | 


Pnor. IV. That fuck is the love of God 

to his people, and ſuch his faithfulneſs to hes 
promiſes, that as be can, ſo be certainly will, 

make all bis providences, ſome way or other, 


—__ for their profit. and I: 


THAT 
Ads xi, 19, 20, 21. 


n 
Tu ar God can do his people good by 


all occurrences, I hope has been fully e- 


vinced under the foregoing propoſition. But 
many, who dare not queſtion his power, 
are too apt to doubt of his will, and alſo 
to neglect to exerciſe faith in his promiſes; 
therefore we add, his love to his children is 
ſuch, as will always engage him to exert 
the arm of his omnipotency on their be- 
half, and make every thing productive of 
their welfare, or ſubſervient to it; for his 
good will, and tender pity towards them, is 
of equal extent with his power to relieve 
them: neither need we produce any more 
inſtances, either of the former, or the latter, 
ſince the God of love and power, has ſo il- 
luſtriouſly diſplayed both, in the gift of his 
only begotten ſon for us, and his bleſſed 
irit to us. For how juſtly may we con- 
clude. with the holy apoſtle,. that fnce- he 
ſpared not bis own Son, but delivered bim up 
for us all, be will, with him; alſo. freely give 
us all things s. And were this amazing in- 
ſtance of divine love more conſidered, and 
better. underſtood, it would lead us more 
ſteadily. to confide in the never · failing good- 
neſs and kindneſs of our heavenly Father. 
Many earthly. parents have given ſuch 
pledges: of their paternal: affections, that 
their children have, with great reaſon, made 


—_ : 


Rom, viii. 32, 
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no doubt but they would do them any good | 
within their — Why let it then be 
conſidered, that the love f our gracious 
God, and Father in Chriſt, doth as far ſur- 
paſs all other love, as bis power does all 
other power; and he has given ſuch un- 
parallelled proofs of it, as juſtly aftoniſh 
both men and angels. And how ſafely 
then may thoſe he has adopted, confide 
in him to do them good, by all his diſpen- 
ſations; which is a bleſſing his love has 
diſpoſed him to promiſe; and of which his 
unchangeable faithfulneſs ſecures the per- 
formance? We know, faith the Apoſtle, 
that all things work together for good, to them 
that love God b. He does not ſpeak of it as 
a matter of uncertain conjecture; but as that 
concerning which he had no doubt: we 
know : what did he know? why not only 
that ſome things, but, all things work for 
their good that love God; even W darkeſt 
providences, the moſt dreadful temptations, 
and fiery trials, yea thoſe things which, to 
us, ſeem moſt oppoſite to our happineſs, 
ſhall word for our good: but how ? not ſe- 
parately or apart, bot conjointly, or together. 
Divine providences are medicinal : now take 
certain fimples alone, and they may prove 
poiſon, rather than phyfick: but let them 
be compounded, according to the _— | 


, * 


u Rom, viii. 28. 


0 We" 
of a ſkilful obyfician, and they: are emis 
. nently uſeful. Though ſome of God's ways, 
for a time, may ſeem contrary to his pro- 
miſes, and our comfqt ; yet, in the end, 
they will all appear to be mercy and truth", 
That God, who is faithful, i remember 
his covenant, and never turn away from his 
people 70 do them good *; for be keepeth truth 
or ever, and bis promiſe fails not from gene- 
ration to generation. He ever has been, 
and ever will be, mindful of their real in- 
tereſt, who deſire principally to mind his 
honour : they need not fear his leaving them 
at any time, or place, nor failing to produce 
their profit by every providence: for as his 
perfect wiſdom always propoſes the beſt 
meaſures ; ſo his omnipotent power never 
fails to make the ſame the ſame effectual: 
as. he. certainly knows what is beſt for his 
faintg ; ſo he certainly can, without any tail 
or difficulty, direct, and over rule all things 
for his own glory, and their real good, 
And they that, under the moſt ſtaggering 
:4 providences, do moſt ſteadily confide in 
the power of God, and have the moſt 
raiſed expectations from his immenſe good- 
' neſs, are uſually favoured with the brighteſt 
evidences of his paternal pity, and immu- 


4 table faithfulneſs. Thou gh the faithfulneſs 


of 


1 Plalm xv, 10. * Jer, xxxii, 40, Pſalm 
Ixxvii, 8. oy 
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of God does not depend on our faith ; for 
if ae believe not, yet he abideth - faithful, 
and cannot deny himſelf ® : he is a God that 
cannot lie: truth is ſuch an eſſential pro- 
perty of his nature, that it is moſt horrid 
blaſphemy, once to ſuppoſe it poſſible for 
him to fall ſhort of his word. And it de- 
ſerves our ſerious conſideration, which diſ- 
honour God moſt; they who do not be- 
lieve the doctrine of God's providence; or 
they who doubt whether he can, or will 
conduct all affairs for the good of his ſer- 
vants, according to the promiſes of his 
word: for it is as rational to conclude that 
the firſt and moſt perfect Being muſt govern 
all things well; as it is to ſuppoſe that he 
is the upholder and governor of all things, 
or of any thing at all. And the holy 
ſcripture does not more plainly declare the 
doctrine of providence, than it does poſi- 
tively aſſert their ſpecial intereſt therein, 
and their conſtant and certain advantage 
thereby, who are the children and ſervants 
of the living God, , To which I add, 


Prop. V. That though the great Governor 
of the univerſe manages all things for the 
good and welfare of his people; yet ſome of 
the diſpenſations of his wiſe and holy provi- 

0 _ dence 
% 2 Tim. i, % Tk 2 
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dence are, eſpecially to us, very dark, myſte-. 
rious, and incomprehenſible. | 

The judgments of God are a great deep; fo 
deep, that the molt diligent ſcholars in Chriſt's 
ſchool, may be many years in learning the 
defign of God in them; or how to recon- 
cile the affliftions, with which they are exer- 
ciſed, to his gracious and faithful promiſes. 
The righteous diſpenſations of the wiſe and 
abſolute Sovereign of heaven and earth, have 
poſed and ſtaggered thoſe whoſe graces have 
been moſt eminent, and whoſe names are 
moſt remarkably celebrated in ſacred writ ; 
ſuch as Jacob, Fob, David, Feremiab, &c. 
The divine conduct is indeed always perfect, 
but very often, to us, ſo obſcure, and intri- 
cate, that what he does, we know not now, 
though we may hope to know hereafter : 
his ay is in the ſea, and his path in the great 
waters, and his foot. ſteps are not known ® ; 
and, in many inſtances, can be no more 
traced by us, than the wway of an. eagle in the 
air, or of a ſhip in the midſt of the ſca b. 
The moſt inquiſitive obſervers of the divine 
conduct, may often ſay, with Fob, b, he 
goeth by us, and we ſee him not ; he paſſeth 
en alſo, and we perceive bim not; or with 
Zophar, the ſecrets of wiſdom are double to 
that which we know ; and we cannot, by 


ſearching 


* Pſal. Ixxvii. 19. P Job XXX. 19. 3 chap, 
IX, II. . 
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ſearching, find out the Almighty to perfection“. 
When the times have been cloudy and dark, 
and the children of God have greatly longed 
for ſome ſignal appearance of their heaven- 
ly Father, on their behalf, and in behalf of 
his own glory, they have often been ready 
to cry out, behold, we go forward, but be 
is not there; and backward, but we cannot 
perceive him ; on the left hand, where he doth 
work, but we cannot behold him; he hideth 
himſelf on the right hand, that we cannot 
fee him. Moſt chriſtians have obſerved, or 
may obſerve, ſuch providences attending 
the church of God in general, and many 
f his moſt eminent ſervants in particular, 
ls are very myſterious, and hard to be un- 
derſtood: and various inſtances of this kind 
may be collected from the holy ſcriptures, 
and other credible accounts of the Lord's 
dealing with his people; amongſt which, 
theſe that follow are not unworthy of our 
; ſpecial notice, As, 
FIRST, When God has given to ſome men 
ſingular grounds to expect the moſt remarkable 
bleſſings, and diſtinguiſhing favours of his 
providence, that after bll this, . theſe perſons 
Should meet with a long ſeries of bitter troubles, 
. and ſometimes uncommon affiietions. 
20 Toſeph is aſſured by the Lord, once and 
again, that he ſhould be advanced above 
E 2 his 
r Job. xi. 6, 7. f chap. xxiii, 8, 9. | 
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his brethren : but under how many dark, 
and diſtreſſing circumſtances, does this pious 


young man pals, e' er he receives the bleſ- 


{ings promiſed him, or poſſeſſes the honours 


God had appointed for him? Let us view 


_ theſe dark providences a little particu- 


larly. And, 
FIRST, then, his unrigliteous brethren 


ſtrip themſelves of natural affection, and 


hate him, and cannot ſpeak peaceably unto 
bim. And though, it is probable, they knew 


he did not connive at their wickedneſs, but 


brought unto his father their evil report * 
yet Jacob's very great and peculiar affection 
to him, together with the diſcoveries he 
himſelf made of the advancement God had 
deſigned for him, ſeem to have been the 
things which principally inflamed their 
breaſts with rage againſt him : and it muſt 
needs be a very trying exerciſe to him, to 
obſerve ſuch malice and hatred prevailing in 
the hearts of his own fleſh and blood, as 
determines them at once to oppoſe God's 
kind purpoſes, and his future proſperity, 
And therefore, | 

SECONDLY, when Joſeph (purſuant to 
the order of his good old father) comes to 
them, to enquire after their welfare, theſe 
cruel brethren, ſhall J ſay? or rather theſe 
unnatural monſters, conſpire againſt him 5 

y 


Gen xxxvii. 4. u verſ. 2. 


e 
ſlay him, and reſolve to cover the nefan- 
dous act with a premeditated lie. But, 
THIRDLY, being diverted from imbruing 
their hands, immediately, in his blood by 
Reuben, whoſe conſcience was more tender 
than that of the reſt, they ſtrip him of his 
clothes, and caſt him into a pit : thus he is 
ſtript of his coat of divers colours by his 
own brethren, who is to be dignified with 
royal robes by a foreign prince; and his 
being caſt into a pit in Dothan, precedes, 
and makes way for his acceſſion to the 
throne of Egypt. Lo 1 00 are parts of his 
ways ! 
_ FouRTHLy, we next find 7oſepb ſold 
to a company of Iſhmaelites, and he is, by 
them carried down to Egypt, as a flave, 
who was to reign there as a king. But what 
bitter ſorrows, think you, tortured his ten- 
der breaſt, while he was thus carried , by mer- 
cenary pagans, from his native country, 
from the land of Promiſe, into a ſtrange 
land; thus forced to leave his godly, aged, 
indulgent father Zacob, and his dearly- 
beloved brother Benjamin, and that, per- 
haps, without any hopes of ſeeing them 
any more in this world? Vea, how deeply 
may we ſuppoſe his heart was wounded, 
from an apprehenſion of the diſtreſs, in 
which his tender father would be involved, 
E 1 on 
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on account of his abſence; and for fear the 
good old man ſhould draw ſuch bitter con- 
cluſions as would overwhelm him with grief, 
and bring his grey hairs with ſorrow to the 
grave? And no doubt but the thoughts of 
being deprived of the publick worſhip of 
that God, whom, it is evident, he conſcien- 
tiouſly feared,and that he might now no more 
join in the ſweet and heavenly devotions, 
nor hear the wholeſome and favory in- 
ſtructions of his renowned father, did ve 
much add to the deep diſtreſs, and bitter 
anguiſh of. his ſpirit, which increaſes upon 
him while in Egyyt. For, 

FiFTHLY, though he was eminent for 
his chaſtity and holineſs ; and though he was 
ſtrictly faithful, and greatly proſperous too 
in the capacity of a ſervant ; yet theſe ad- 
vantages conld not protect him from the vile 
ſlander of his wanton miſtreſs *, nor the un- 
juſt diſpleaſure of his too credulous maſter: 
the former, becauſe ſhe could not prevail 
with him, to comply with her unlawful in- 
clinations and wicked defires, falſly charges 
him with making ſuch attempts, as his 
righteous ſoul abhorred ; by which ſhe does 

not only take away his good name, but 
expoſes his life to great danger: for his 
maſter's power to take it away is not to 
be queſtioned; and jealouſy is as cruel as 


: the 
* Gen. xxxix. 1, Cc. | 
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the grave”. «And that he was not hereupon 
put to death, muſt be aſcribed to the ſpe- 
cial watchfulneſs, and careful providence of 
that God, in whoſe hands all our times are. 
However, hereupon we find he is not only 
turned out of Potiphar's houſe, but caſt 
into priſon, yea, into a dungeon, where 
his feet are burt with fetters of iron *. And, 

SIXTHLY, When there, he is moſt un- 
gratefully forgotten by Pharaoh's butler, who, 
of all men, ſhould have moſt affectionately 
remembred Joſeph, ſince he had ſo earneſtly 
intreated, and ſo well deſerved his friend- 
ſhip. But how common a thing is it for 
perſons, while in the enjoyment of the 
pleaſures and honours of a court, to for- 
get thoſe who have been their kindeſt friends, 
and chief ſupports, while expoſed to poverty 
and diſgrace? From all theſe things then 
we may obſerve, that this holy man, who 
had devoted his youthful days to the ſervice 
of his great Creator, and from whom he 
had received the cleareſt indications, and 
moſt ſolid grounds to expect the molt evi- 
dent diſcoveries of providential - care, and 
goodneſs; yet did, for thirteen years, or 
thereabouts, meet with a ſeries of very 
dark and gloomy diſpenfations. Neither is 
this a ſingular caſe, for we often find that 
others, who have been the peculiar favourites 

| 4 of 
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of heaven, have been ſubjected to like cir- 
cumſtances of difficulty and affliction, with 
him. | 

Moſes, who was to be the captain of the 
Lord's hoſt, firſt flies for his life, and is 
afterwards a ſtranger in a ſtrange land. God 
promiſes Canaan to the ſeed of Abraham, his 
friend; but they muſt paſs through a ſo- 
journing ſtate for four hundred and thirty 
years, before they poſſeſs it“; about one 
half of. which time they were in the land 
of Egypt, and, for the laſt hundred years (I 
ſuppoſe at leaſt) under cruel bondage*. And 
when the Lord brought them thence, with 
an outſtretched arm, he led them, for forty 
years, in a howling wilderneſs ; and they 
that were the heirs of a land flowing with 
milk and honey, were obliged for a long time 
to drink the waters of Marah. 

Wu God had promiſed the kingdom 
to David, and Samuel had anointed him; 
yet before the Lord's anointed comes to the 
throne of T/rael, he paſſes through ſuch 
great hazards, and diſtreſſing circumſtances, 
that he even deſpairs of his life, and, in his 
haſie, cries out, all men are liars, He 
| whom God had choſen to be the ſhepherd 
of Iſrael, is in danger of loſing his life by 
the bloody hands of Saul; for he caſt a 

Javelin 


- ® Exod, xii, 40. d See Willet's Hexapla. on 
Exod, xii, 40. © Pal. cxvi. 11, 
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javelin at him twice; after which, he, ex- 
poſes him to the uncircumciſed Philiſtines, 

hoping their hands might be upon him. 

All this being ineffectual, Saul ſpeaks to 

Jonathan his ſon, and to all Is ſervants, 

that they would kill David; but Jonathan, 

inſtead of complying with his father's cruel 
and bloody purpoſe, timely informs David 
of his danger, and, in a lively manner, lays 

before Saul the heinous and aggravated na- 
ture of his ſin f; which though it ſeemed to 
have a good effect upon him at the time, yet 
the influence of it was ſoon over; for he a- 
gain ſeeks to give David a mortal wound, 
which divine providence prevented, by guid- 
ing the javelin, he caſt at him, into the walls, 
He then hopes to make David's bed his 
grave, and ſends meſſengers to his houſe, to 
watch for him, and ſlay him there; but they 
find nothing but his image ; he himſelf is 
fled into the boſom of the good old prophet 
Samuel b. But this did ngy, put an end to 
his danger; Saul ſtill hunts for his life: 
whereupon David flies to Achiſh the king 
of Gath', and in his journey coming to 
Neb, and, wanting bread, he calls on Abi- 
melech the. prieſt, who, becauſe of his ne- 
ceſſity, gave him ſacred bread, and furniſhed 


him 
4 1 Sam. xvili. 11. * yerſ, 25. ' f x Sam, 
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him alſo with the ſame ſword, with which 
he mT Killed Goliab. But Abimelech's kind 
and innocent conduct is attended with moſt 

tragical and bloody conſequences; for Doeg 

the Edomite, gladly embracing the office of 

a wicked informer, diſcovers the matter. to 

Saul ; and, according to the genius of men 

of that character, he does not repreſent the 

thing in its true light, but ſo as might moſt 
exaſperate the king againſt the prieſts of the 

Lord; which he accompliſhes to ſuch a 

degree, that Saul ſentences fourſcore and 

frve perſons, that wore a linen ephod, to im- 
mediate death, But, to execute this moſt 

unrighteous and dreadful ſentence, there 

was no man cruel enough among all the 

ſervants of Saul; therefore Doeg, the mali- 

cious informer, becomes the barbarous exe- 
cutioner, and ſmites the prieſts, and their 
city, men, women, and children, oxen, and 
offs, with the edge of the ſword x. The 

very reading of this uncommon tragedy, 
may deeply affect all that have a becom- 

ing regard to ſacred things, or any bowels 

of compaſſion towards their fellow- creatures; 
and therefore, the hearing of it, we may 

well ſuppoſe, muſt deeply wound the ten- 
der breaſt of holy David, who had ſuch a 

diſtinguiſhing reſpect for the miniſters of the 
Lord, eſpecially, when he conſidered, that 

it 
* Chap. xxii. 18, 19, 


w 


( 63.) 

it was on his account, that ſo many ſacred 
rſons ſuffered ſo cruel, and immature a a 
deathi. When he is at Gath, his dangers 

and fears are ſuch, as cauſe him to chan 

his behaviour, and feign himſelf mad: 
though he obtained but little the more ſafe- 
ty, for expoſing himſelf as ſenſeleſs : with 
king Achiſh he finds no protection, he 
therefore next ſeeks ſhelter in the cave A- 
dullam n; and he that was to reign on the 
throne of Judab, takes up his dwelling in a 
cavern of the earth : thence he marches to 
the king of Moab, to ſeek protection for his 
aged parents”, though he himſelf. had no 
reſting- place; for he abides not in Moab, 
but, . purſuant to the advice of the prophet 
Gad, he retires into the land of Fudab, and 
comes into the foreſt of Hareth ® : whence . 

he ſhortly departs, and ſubdues the enemies 
of, the afterwards ungrateful, inhabitants of 
Keilab; who, notwithſtanding he had been 
their common ſaviour, would have deliver- 
ed him into the hands of Saul, his impla- 
cable adverſary?; of which being aſſured 
by the Lord, he makes his eſcape to the 
mountains, and hides himſelf in the ſtrong- 
holds that were in the wilderneſs of Zipb, 
where his good friend Jonathan comes to 
viſit him, and, under his great trials, 
- ſtrengthens 


1. 1 Sam, xxii. 22, ® 1 Sam. xxil, 1, 2 verſ. 3. 
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ftrengtbens his hands in God. But, being 
betrayed by the Zipbites, he takes up his 
next abode in a rock, in the wilderneſs of 
Maon, where Saul purſues him, and he 
was in very great danger: but that provi- 
| dence which had always afforded him pro- 
tection, appeared in the mount of ſtraits; 
for when Saul had encompaſſed David and 
his men round about, to take them, there 
comes a haſty meſſenger to inform him, 
that the Philiſtines had invaded the land: 
and ſo he was obliged to give over purſuing 
the life of one man, that he might prevent 
the death of many. Wars with neigh- 
bouring nations often prevent inraged and 
unrighteous princes, from perſecuting, and 
murdering their own loyal „Hit. When 
Saul was returned from following the Phi- 
liſtines, he takes three thouſand choſen men 
of Iſrael, and ſeeks David, who had ſe- 
cured himſelf in the ſtrong- holds of En- 
ged: * ; but the Lord protects David, and 
delivers his enemy into his hand; who 
ſhewed himſelf innocent under his greateſt 
ſufferings; and righteous, where he had the 
faireſt opportuity of revenge; for he only 
cut off the ſkirt of the king's robe", But 
ſuch is SauPs rage, and malice, that it ſu- 
perſedes the fulleſt proofs of David's loy- 
15 . alty, 


4 1 Sam, xxiii. 14 and 16. r verſ, 24, 25. 
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alty, as well as the keeneſt reprimands of 
his own conſcience; and he hearkens to 
the Zipbites, and again hunts after David, 
in the wilderneſs of Ziph; but is a ſecond 
time delivered into his hands, whoſe life he 
urſued without ceaſing, and whom he 
juſtly owned to be more righteous than 
himſelf v. But David, knowing Saul to 
be fickle and deceitful, and being himſelf 
ſubject to unbelief, and often influenced by 
{laviſh fears, at length concludes, there was 
nothing better for him, than to flee into the 
land of the Philiſtines; which it can ſcarce- 
ly be thought he could do, without great 
reluctancy, conſidering his cordial, fervent, 
and ſingular love to the people, temple, and 
ordinances of the Lord his God, of all 
which he was, in a great meaſure, deprived, 
while he dwelt among the uncircumciſed 
inhabitants of Gazth*, And though this 
put an end to all Saul's attempts to take 
away his life; for, when he heard of his 
being fled to Gath, be ſought no more again 
for him? , yet this did not put an end to 
David's ſorrows: for, after all, we find 
him in as great diſtreſs as ever; the Ama- 
lekites invade the ſouth, and burn Zi- 
lag, the city that Achiſb gave to David, 
and carry away all the women captives, 
that appertain to David and his men; 
| which 
Chap. xxvi. *chap, xxvii, 1, Y verſ, 4. 
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which cauſed him, and the people that 
were with him, to weep, till they had no 
power to weep* ; yea, o were the people 
grieved, every one for his ſons, and for his 
daughters, that they ſpake of floning David; 
charging this ſad calamity on his ill con- 
duct. But,, in the midſt of all theſe diſ- 
treſſes, he ſought direction from, and encou- 
raged himſelf in, the Lord bis God", and 
whoſe good time was now come, to take 
from him his garments of ſack- cloth, and 
cloath him with robes of majeſty. Thus 
after this long and dark night of gloomy 
providences, the glorious day of proſperity 
dawns u pon David, with his victory over the 
Amalekites b. Saul, who had hunted him 
like a partridge on the mountains, is now 
himſelf flain on the mountains of G1lboa ©; 
and David, of an exile in Ziblag, is 
made an illuſtrious prince in Hebron“. 
Thus we ſee the brighteſt ſaints, and even 
thoſe of them, for whom God has deſigned 
the greateſt bleſſings of this life, as well as 
that which is to come, do ſometimes, not- 
withſtanding, for many years, meet with 
an uninterrupted ſucceſſion of diſappoint- 
ments, and diſtreſſes, which frequently very 
much puzzle, and even ſtumble themſelves 
and aber until providence, by accom- 
pliſhi 
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liſhing and 12 its whole work; 
bath explained the ſeveral parts of it. 

Bu 15 before I proceed, 1 wil here offer 
an inference or two, And, 

(1.) THEN, we ſhould learn from 
hence, always to take heed that we do not 
raſhly cenſure the difpofitions of divine provi- 
dence, relating either to ourſelves, or others : 
for as the nature of God is incomprehen- 
ſible, ſo his works are unſearchable; nor 
is it indeed any wonder, that the methods 
taken by his infinite wiſdom are too _ 
rious for us, poor finite, filly mortals, tc 
comprehend, ſince he knows that to be 
the right way for our happineſs, which, in 
our apprehenſions, often ſeems the ready 
way to our ruin. But as the proſperity of 
wicked men frequently iſſues in dreadful 
miſery, and the bright ſun of all their glory 
certainly goes down at laſt in utter dark- 
neſs; ſo the many ſad exerciſes, and bitter 
ſorrows, through which good men paſs, 
will, in God's due time, appear to be right 
ways, choſen by his infinite wiſdom, to 
lead them into the fraition of true happi- 
neſs. Thus the brighteſt ſmiles of provi- 
dence are often connected with, and do 
cloſely ſucceed, the moſt daunting and dif- 
mal occurrences we meet with in life: 
and ſeeing the wiſdom of God, in the foot- 
_ of his providence, is 45 far above our 
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thoughts, as the heavens are above the earth *, 


it becomes us to believe his word, where 


we cannot ſee his path; and humbly to 
adore his wiſdom, when we cannot trace, 
nor underſtand his ways ; for our God 


works wonders: and though his ways are 


too wonderful for us, yet there is a beauti- 
ful conſiſtency runs through all his con- 
duct: and as, in our great ſalvation, he ad- 


vances us to the higheſt honours, by ex- 


poſing his own ſon to a ſhameful death; ſo, 


in the courſe of his providence, he often 


makes the greateſt miſeries productive of 
the ſweeteſt mercies. And ſince thoſe diſ- 
nſations, in which there appears to men 
to be the leaſt wiſdom, infinitely tranſcend 
the moſt ſage counſels, and exact contriv- 
ances, created beings are capable of: O 
let us not, at any time, raſhly judge, nor 
unadviſedly determine, concerning his ways, 
who is a rock, and his work is perfect 
(2.) Lx T us learn to wait upon God, in 
the exerciſe of faith, and patience, though, 


in the courſe of bis Providence, be ons. fo fo 


frown, and even to fruſtrate our hopes and 
expectations. 

PRRECIous faints may think God's ways 
run counter to his word, and their good 
for a time ; but he will certainly accompli 


in 
* Pfal, ciii, 11. fx Cor. i. 25. Deut. xxxii. 4. 
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in the iſſue; and they may expect thoſe 
good things from the kind hand of his 
providence, that lie far beyond the diſco- 
very of their reaſon, and which they can 
ſee no human probability of ever obtaining. 
For as God many times ſurpriſes the wicked 
with his judgments; ſo he frequently does 
great things for his ſervants, which they look- 
ed not for 5, It can ſcarce be thought, that 
when Joſeph was carried down to Egypt by 
the Iſbmaelites, he expected to be raiſed to 
ſuch an exalted ſtation there; or that he then 
concluded that the deſign of providence, in 
his taking that ſorrowful- journey, was not 
only his own advancement, but the pre- 
ſervation of the lives of multitudes, and eſpe- 
cially thoſe of his father's family ® Our 
gracious God hath both determined, and 
promiſed to do us good, by thoſe things 
which, to us, ſeem very evil and bitter ; 
and we ought to believe his word, when 
we cannot underſtand his way: yea, we 
ought to conclude thoſe diſpenſations of his 
providence, as the contrivances of his per- 
fect wiſdom, moſt exactly framed for his 
honour,” and our true intereſt, which, to 
us, ſeem moſt dark and myſterious ; wait- 
ing and hoping for ſome bright and ſmiling 
events, to clear up and explain the gloomy 

ſcenes, which we have already paſſed 
| or of oP through, 
 Ifai, Ixiv. 3. Gen. xlv. 5. | 
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through, or are at preſent under. If God 
covers himſelf with clouds and thick darkneſs, 
that we cannot behold him; yet, even then, 
we ſhould hope in his mercy *, ſubmit to 
the conduct of his wiſdom *, and confide 
in his unchangeable love and faithful- 
neſs”. But, 

' SECONDLY, that God ſhould give very 
defirable bleſſings to his own covenant-people, 
in anſwer to their prayers, ang ſometimes as 
a reward for kindneſs ſbewed to his ſervants; 
and yet ſuddenly remove thoſe pleaſant en- 
Joyments, is another inſtance of "the myſte- 
rious, ous, and incomprebenſible _— of bis boly 

nce. 

Wr read of a great and pious woman 
of Shunem , a city belonging to the tribe 
of Hacbar, who ſhewed a ſpecial regard 
to the prophet Eliſba, on account of the 
dignity of his character, and the holineſs of 
his converſation, and therefore ſhe conſtrains 
him, at all opportunities, to eat bread at 
her table, never eſteeming it ſo well fur- 
niſhed, as when the good prophet was her 
gueſt; and thinking all this kindneſs too 
little, ſhe prevails on her huſband to pro- 
vide, {till more ſuitable, accommodations for 
this holy man of God; and fince retirement 
was moſt agreeable to the ſolemn work; 

and 


_ + Pfal. xxxiii. 18, 22. * 2 Sam. xv. 26, Pſal. 
cxlili. 1. 3 2 2 King. iv. 8. * Joſh. XIX, 18. 
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and heavenly temper of a prophet,.a cham- 
ber is built for Eliſba on the wall, where 
he might always be entertained without in- 
commoding the family, or being himſelf 
_ Interrupted by any of the affairs of it. All 
this being 1 the man of God is 
now ſolicitouſly concerned to manifeſt his 
gratitude to this bountiful and excellent 
woman ;. and, upon enquiry, .perceiving 
nothing would be more a greeable, though 
perhaps nothing leſs hoped Toe, than a child, 
(or her huſband was old) the prophet having 
oubtleſs — this Ae, for her of the 
Lord, and having received an anſwer from 
heaven, aſſures her, that ſhe ſhould be- 
come a mother in Igel; that ſhe ſhould 
not only conceive, but bear, bring forth, 
and joyfully embrace a ſon; which accord- 
ingly came to paſs, at the time which 
Eliſba had forezold Thus we ſee ſhe 
built a chamber for the man of God, 
and God built up her family, Hitherto the 
diſpenſations of the Lord towards her are 
very bright and clear, ſhe receives a prophet, 
and gives to him as @ prophet, and hath a 

prophets reward® ; but how ſoon is her ha 

turned into mourning, and her organ into t 
voice of them that weep ® ? the Joy of barveſt 
is, to her, the time of lamenting for an 
only ſon, The endearing babe, ſhe had fo 
1 often, 

Matt. x. 41. Job xxx. 31. 
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often, with pleaſure, embraced in her bo- 
ſom, is ſuddenly removed into the cold 
arms of death: he went out well, in the 
morning, to the reapers, but is brought 
home, fick unto death, before noon, and, in 
very little time, he gives up the ghoſt, 
on his tender mother's knees 1. What bitter 
diſtreſs may we ſuppoſe this good woman 
was now in, when her only fon, fo lately 
given her, in anſwer to the prophet's pray- 
ers, lay dead in the prophet's chamber? 
was it not to her a very dark and fad pro- 
vidence, to have ſuch a ſweet and defireable 
blefling ſo ſuddenly ſnatched away, by the 
eager and irreſiſtable hands of death? And 
though, it is probable, ſhe was not without 
hope that the good prophet Eliſba might 
prevail with God to reſtore her child's life; 
yet it is evident that her ſpirit was, for 
ſome time, in ſuch bitter anguiſh, as ren- 
dered her incapable to repreſent her mourn- 
ful caſe to him, whom ſhe knew to 
be her tender and ſympathizing friend, and 
who, on this occaſion, proved her effectu- 
al comforter, It is indeed true, her we 
ing did not endure for a night, and that her 
joy came before the morning; but yet, I think, 
it muſt be owned, that, during thoſe hours 
her dear babe was placed in the valley of the 
. hadow of death, the providence of God to- 
Y | f wards 
12 King. iv. 18, 19. 
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wards her, looked with ' a very dark and 
gloomy aſpect. 

To this inſtance, I may very pro- 
perly add that of the widow of Zare- 
phath, whoſe kindneſs to the prophet Eli- 
jab was ſo remarkably rewarded, that, when 
ſhe and her ſon were at the point of death, 
and ready to eat their laſt morſe], their lives 
were preſerved, and provided for by miracle: 
the barrel of meal did not waſte, nor the 
cruſe of ail fail; but ſhe, and he, and ber 
houſe, did eat many days Now when 
God had thus marvellouſly preſerved the 
lives of this woman and her ſon, for the 
fake of his ſervant, who ſojournied with 
them, it comes to paſs that the young 
man fell ſick, and his ſickneſs was ſo ſore that 
he died, for, it is ſaid, there was no breath in 
him ©. This ſon was the ſtaff of the poor wi- 
dow's age ; and therefore when God, had thus 
in a way of ſingular mercy, maintained and 
continued their lives together, that he ſhould 
take away the life of the one, and, with it, 
the comfort of the life of the other, was a 
gloomy and bitter PET: and we find, 
as it greatly diſtreſſed the poor woman, lo 
it 83 affected the good prophet; and 
God gave back the lad to his mother, as 
the anſwer of his prayer. And though, in 
both theſe caſes, light ſoon aroſe out 

| a 1 

* 1 King, xvii. 14, 15. verſ. 17. 


\ 


(74) 

of darkneſs ; yet how many of the faith» 
ful and dear ſervants of God, have been 
exerciſed with dark providences of this kind, 
which to them have been never cleared 
in this world: for even thoſe things, whi 
they have received as great bleſſings at the 
hands of divine mercy, and, as they have 
been ready to hope, in anſwer to many 
prayers, have proved, either ſhort- lived com- 
forts, or bitter croſſes? Some of the children 
of God have only enjoyed thoſe endearing 
relations, whom they have ſought by many 
prayers, till their affections have been ſtrong- 
y engaged to them, and their expectations 
perhaps too much raiſed from them ; and 
then, to the wounding of their hearts, the 
attracting objects of their delight have been 
ſuddenly laid in the ſolitary grave. No 
ſooner have they embraced thoſe uncertain 
comforts, but the powerful hand of death 
has plucked them out of their boſoms, and 
locked them up in the priſon of the grave, 
How many may you meet with, who, with 
floods of tears, will tell you, that as ſoon 
as they, and their dear relatives were affe- 
ctionately united, and their ſouls knit to- 
gether, cruel death broke the bonds, and 
cut the cords, and for ever diſſolved the de- 
ſireable union, between them and the ob- 
jects of their delight? Thus, when God 
hath, in peculiar mercy, beſtowed deſire- 

| able 
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able relative bleſſings on his precious ſer- 
vants, that he ſhould ſo quickly remove 
them, notwithſtanding all their prayers and 
tears, will, I doubt not, by thoſe that 
have been; or are in ſuch a manner exer- 
ciſed, be reckoned among the dark and ob- 
ſcure foot-ſteps of him, who hath +rs way 
in the ſea, and his path in the great waters. 
And, by theſe, and ſuch like diſpenſations, 
we may learn, | 

(1.) That all outward comforts, areuncertain 
even to thoſe that have a new covenant right 
to all good things; yea, who have an everlaſt- 
ing intereſt in the love and favour of that 
God, who is the fountain of all mercy, and 
the giver of all good. | 

OuR gracious God has engaged to con- 
tinue his fatherly love to his ſaints, to af- 
ford them his conſtant protection, and ſpe- 
cial preſence, and to vouchſafe them ſuch 

meaſure of outward mercies too, as may 
be moſt conducive to his glory, and their 
real welfare : but, as to the continuance of 
the enjoyment of their riches, honours, 
friends, relations, health, ſtrength, or any 
other of the outward Eomforts they at pre- 
ſent poſſeſs, no aſſurance, in an ordinary 
way, can be obtained; for uncertainty is 
written in the forehead of all ſublunary en- 
joyments: nor doth the heavenly charter 

F 4 abſo- | 
t Pfal, Ixxvii. 19. | 
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abſolutely ſecure the continuance of any of 
theſe things to the heirs of promiſe; and 
how ſuddenly they have been removed from 
the moſt eminent ſaints, the holy ſcriptures, 
and our daily obſervation of the conduct 
of divine providence, will abundantly in- 
form us. | 

(2.) Wes learn, that the all-wiſe governor 
of the world often deprives his own people of 
their moſt pleaſant outward comforts, and en- 
dearing relations, when be is not diſpleaſed 
with them, nor provoked, by any particular 
tranſgreſſiun of theirs, ſo to. do. | 

To correct for fin, is not always the de- 
ſign of God, in afflicting his ſaints: nor have 
we the leaſt intimation that the pious wo- 
men aboye mentioned did, by any peculiar 
miſcarriage, oftend the Lord, and cauſe him 
to remove their children out of their bo- 
ſoms, and, for a time, place them among 
the dead. Indeed it is very common for 
thoſe that fear the Lord above many, to con- 
clude, under ſuch diſpenſations, that God 
is now reckoning with them for their fins ; 
as we find one of thoſe godly matrons did : 
«© Art thou come unto me,” ſays ſhe to the 
prophet, *©* 7o call my fin to remembrance, 
* and to flay my ſon? To be in an eſpe+ 
cial manner ſearching and trying our ways, 
at ſuch Saſons, is certainly a very ſafe and 

| com- 
King. xvii. 18. 


3 
commendable practice; and whatever ſublu 
nary delights God is pleaſed to take away 


from us, or what bitter ſorrows ſoever he 
drings upon us, we muſt all acknowledge, that 


he puniſhes us leſs than our iniquities de- 
ſerve. But yet under the ſmarteſt ſtrokes 


of his ſovereign hand, we may not always 


conclude he is vi/iting our tranſgreſſions with 
the rod, and our iniquities with ſtripes". 
Was ever man more ſurpriſingly and entire- 
ly ſtript than Job? he had not only many, 
but even all his outward comforts removed 
at once; yea, and beſides this, every part 
of his body is ſmitten with a loathſome di- 
ſeaſe; his friends ſuſpect his integrity, and 


prove miſerable comforters to him; and, 


which is worſt of all, God hides his face 


from him: and yet, notwithſtanding this, 


the Lord, the ſearcher of all hearts, teſti- 


fies for Job, that he had not been guilty 
of any particplar fin, which had occaſioned 


this dreadful complication of unparallelled 


calamities, ** thou movedſt me againſt him” 
fays the Lord to Satan, 70 deſtroy him with- 
ce out cauſe*,” i. e. though there was good 
cauſe for Job's affliction, yet there was no 
ſuch cauſe as Satan accuſed him of; nor 


had he been guilty of any particular tranſ- 


greſſion, for which God thus delivered him 
into the hands of the great adverſary. 

h (3.) Hence 

Pal. Ixxxix, 32, Job ii. 3. 
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 (3-) Hence we may learn, "that it is our 
duty and intereſt to check and guard our af- 
Jections, that they may not intemperately cleave 
to any thing bere. | Naga 

FoR as the more our hearts are ſet on 
theſe dying comforts, the greater is our 
danger of loſing of them; ſo the more bit- 
ter certainly will be our grief at parting 
with them. We often procure, and increaſe 
our own ſorrows, by over-loving our out- 
ward enjoyments, The deep wounds we 
receive by our ſharpeſt afflictions, are fre- 
quently owing to the ſtrength of our un- 
mortified paſſions. Sometimes, perhaps, we 
can ſcarcely bear to think that our endearing. 
relatives muſt. die; and how then ſhall we 
bear. to ſee them dead? They who habi- 
tually view their wives and children, and 
other relations and outward bleflings, in the 
light which chriſtianity recommends ; and 
are even, as the apoſtle ſays, as though they 
had no ſuch enjoyments ; theſe, I fay, are 
the perſons who will, if the wiſe God ſee 
meet to take them away, weep as though 
they wept not . Therefore, that we may 
not offend God on the one hand, and prerce 
ourſelves through with many forrows, on the 
other, let us carefully keep at a due diſtance - 
from, and daily die to all dying enjoyments, 
expecting they may ſhortly be removed from 
| us, 
7 I Cor. vii. 29, 30. | 
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us, or at leaſt, that we muſt quickly remove 
fr om them. abe 5 

THIRDLY, the holy ty wiſe- providence 
of God is ſurely very dark and myſterious, in 
that he has not only ſharply rebuked good men; 
but put a period to their lives, for ignorantly 
finning againſt bim; when, at the ſame time, 
they who have finned wilfully, and knowingly, 
have gone unpuniſhed. | 

We read, 1 Kings xiii. of a prophet that 
came out of Fudah by the word of the 
Lord, i. e. purſuant to the command of 
God, and, be cried againſt the idolatrous 
altar at Bethel, in the word of the Lord, 1. e. 
in the word or meſſage he had received 
from the Lord; and this he did in the 
very face of the wicked king, who had 
erected this altar: for TFeroboam flood by 
the altar, 10 burn ncenſe *. . Vea, fo emi- 
nent was this man's piety, that he readily 
and ſucceſsfully prayed for Feroboam, who 
had ſtretched forth his hand, in great wrath, 
to. lay hold on him*: and ſuch was his 
holy care to pleaſe God, that we find nei- 
ther the craving demands of nature (for it 
is probable he might want food and reſt) 
nor the promiſed rewards of the king, do 
in the leaſt incline him to diſobey the 
word of the Lord: but, on the contrary, 
with a noble reſolution, he declares, —_ 
1 
z verſ. 1, * verſ, 4, 6, 
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if Feroboam would give him half his houſe, 
he would not go in with him, nor eat bread, 
nor drink water, in that place ; and that; for 
this - reaſon, becauſe he was ſo charged by 
the word of the Lord, whoſe commands he 
Jo carefully regards, and exactly obeys, that 
he will not go back by the way which he 
came *, This good man ran well, had he 
but held out to the end of his journey. But, 
after - his fingular faithfulneſs, he fadly 
breaks his commendable reſolutions: he that 
could, and did, with contempt and diſdain, 
- reje&t all the invitations and offers of a 
wicked prince, is cafily ſeduced by the ly- 
ing tongue of an old prophet ; who, by a 
premeditated falſhood, delivered in the name 
of the Lord, brings the man of God igno- 
rantly out of God's way, to eat bread, and 
drink water, at bis houſe *. But how melan- 
choly was the conſequence, both to the 
deluder, and him that was deluded? they 

both found ſorrow tread on the heels of ſin; 
for as the one was a perfidious and cruel 
hoſt, ſo the other was but an uncomfortable . 
and dying gueſt, The former had not the op- 
portunity of gratifying his curiofity with 
the good an aps diſcoveries of future e- 
vents, (which it is probable he aimed at) 


but was forced to deliver the threatning pre- 
diction, that proved himſelf a liar, and to re- 
| prove 


e yerſ, 8, 9. © yerſ. 18, 19. 
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prove the deceived prophet for his too eaſy - 
credulity, and great diſobedience; and alſo 
to let him know, that ſuch would be the 
correcting hand of God upon him, that 
though he ſhould ſhortly come to his grave, 
yet never to the ſepulchre of his fathers*, 
And quickly did the good prophet find, 
that he, who, -but a little before, told him 
a wilful lie, in the name of the Lord, did 
now, againſt his will, ſpeak the true and 
terrible «word of the Lord to him; for no 
ſooner does he depart from the unhappy 
houſe, to which he ſhould not have come; 
but he is in the way met and ſlain by a 
lion, and is, at laſt, laid in the old prophet's 
grave, whoſe fin was the leading and fad 
occaſion of his untimely death. He that 
was not to enter into any houſe in Bethel, 
takes up his dwelling there till the day of the 
reſurrection: he offended God in reſting and 
refreſhing his body in the place of idola- 
trous worſhip, and one of their ſepulchres 
becomes bis long home, All this while 
we read of no dreadful rebukes of provi- 
dence attending the old prophet ; though 
he was, not only a partaker of - this good 
man's fin, but the great occaſion of it; and 
one who, though he propheſied in the name 
of the Lord, and ſeemed to reſpect the 
ſervants of God; yet we have juſt ground 
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to fear, was himſelf but an ungodly man : 
for, frft, he had removed from Samaria to 


Berbel, where was the ſeat and centre f 
| abominablc idolatries, which we have not 
the leaſt ground, that I know of, to ſup- 


poſe he did, with a deſign to attempt a refor- 
mation, or with a reſolution to bear a faith- 
ful teſtimony againſt the falſe and idolatrous 


worſhip that prevailed. there, and, at which, 
ſome think, his ſons were preſent, when the 


man of God came to cryagainſt the altar: and 
it is very doubtful whether he himſelf did 
not fall in with the fins of the times, or, 
however, hold the truth in unrighteouſneſs. 
And then it is evident, he told a contrived 
premeditated lie: and fathered it too on 
the God of truth, who cannot lie, ſaying 
an angel ſþake unto him by the word of the 
Lords. Moreover, he does all this after 
the man of God had told him, that the Lord 
had charged him not 70 eat bread, nor drink 
water, in that place: fo that he could not 
bat know, i it would be a great ſin in the good 
prophet, to comply with his motion, and 
that it was no leſs in him to defire it. Now 
to invent a lie, and deliver it in the name 
of the Lord, in order to intice a ſervant of 
God to ſin againſt him, is not ſarely the 
pot of one of God's children. And to all 
this it muſt be added, that though he de- 

clares 

* 2 King. xxiii. 18. ® 1 King, xiii, 38, 
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clares to the good prophet, what would be 
the conſequence of his ſin; yet we do not 
find him under any manner of remorſe, or 
concern, for his own: So that, upon the 
whole, if I may not ſay this was certainly 
an unregenerate man, yet, it is evident, 
that as his ſin was very great, ſo there is 
juſt ground to fear his ſtate was not truly 
good; and yet his life is ſpared, and we 
have no intimation of any peculiar trouble 
that did embitter it ; but have rather reaſon to 
ſuppoſe, that he came to his grave in peace“: 
while, at the ſame time, the ſincere and 
holy prophet, whom he had deceived, and 
thereby drawn into fin, is brought to a 
ſurpriſing, tragical, and untimely end, for 
the ſame. Now, that the judge of all the 
earth, who cannot but do right, ſhould thus 
ſharply correct, and bitterly puniſh the in- 
voluntary offences of his moſt ſincere ſer- 


vants; and, at the ſame time, ſuffer thoſe 


to eſcape (at leaſt for a long time) the vi- 
ſible ſtrokes of his diſpleaſure, who have 
contracted much guilt themſelves, and oc- 
caſioned the ſins of others, is ſurely another 
inſtance, wherein the ways of his righte- 
ous providence are paſt finding out. And, 
from hence, we ſhould learn, 
(..) That it is very unſafe to judge the 
Hate of men, by the circumſtances under which 
5 
h King. xiii. 31, compare with 2 King, xxiii, 18, 


4 
providence brings them in this world; for 
hereby, as the wiſe man ſays, neither love 
nor hatred can be known, God never de- 
ſigned that the diſpenſations of his providence 
ſhould diſcover to the children of men, the 
objects of his peculiar and paternal love. 
His favourites are not always, nor indeed 
often,diſtinguiſhed with the ſmiles of his pro- 
vidence: and his written word, and not 
his providential conduct, characterizes and 
diſcovers his precious ſaints; who are better 
known by their carriage towards God, than 
by his diſpenſations towards them. 

(2.) We may learn, that the fins of the beſt 
men are ſo diſpleafing to a holy God, that the 
cannot expect to fin without impunity. Thoſe 


may indeed go unpuniſhed, for a time, who 


mult feel the weight of omnipotent juſtice, 


to all eternity: but God ſo loves the perſons 


of his adopted, and hates their fins, that 
both his righteouſneſs, and his mercy,. induce 
him to puniſh them in this world for their 


inijquities*, while their everlaſting ſalvation 


is ſecure. Such is his holineſs, that he will 
not tolerate ſin in any,much leſs in thoſe that 


are ſo nigh him, who belong to his family, 


are the favourites of his court, his children, 
and the objects of his love and delight l. 


Nay, the Lord may, and ſometimes does, 


mortally 


1 Ecclef, ix. 1, 2, * Pſalm Ixxxix. 31. Amos 
Ut, A. Heb. Xli. 6. 9 * . 
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mortally wound his dear children with his 
correcting rod; and though they die under 
the hand of his righteous and holy diſcipline, 
his wiſdom is not to be impeached, nor his 
love or faithfulneſs to be doubted. We 
ſee an eminent inſtance of this, in the pro- 

phet, whoſe. caſe we have juſt now con- 
lidered. And Moſes, you know, was com- 
manded to go up to mount Nebo, and to 
die there, and he gatbered to his people] as 
Aaron his brother died in mount Hor; and 
the reaſon given for both theſe diſpen ſations 
is, becauſe they tranſgreſſed againſt the 
Lord among the children of 1ſrael, at the wa- 
ters of \ Meribab-kadeſh, in the wilderneſs of 

Zin; and. 5 they ſanctiſied not the 
Lord in the midſt of the children of Iſrael w. 
Thus we ſee: the righteous are corrected in 
life, and ſometimes at death too; while 
the ungodly ſpend their days in tranquility, 
and often have, at laſt, a peaceable and an 
eaſy exit, and there are no bands in their 
death. But, notwithſtanding all this, there 


is no hope of their hams the righteous 
: Judgment of Gags: 


Hock poor — are livery fed with the 
ene of heaven, and merrily drink of the 
pleaſant 

m Deut. xxxii. 49, 50, 51. *® Pfal. Ixxiii, 4. 
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pleaſant ſtreams of divine mercy, till, on a 
ſudden, they are plunged into, and for 
ever overwhelmed, with the unmixed wrath 
and yengeance of God. Therefore, though 
ſentence againſt an evil work be not ' ſpeedily 
executed, yet let not the hearts of the ſons 
of men be fully ſet in them to do evil®; for 
as judgment begins at God's houſe, dreadful 
will be the ſinner's doom at laſt. But, 

 FouRTHLY, Another part of the conduct 
f divine providence, which I cannot but ac- 
count dark and myſterious, is, that God ſhould 
Sometimes, not only for a time, refuſe to give 
ſucceſs to, but, in appearance, frown u 
his people, when their cauſe has been Juſt 3 
and when they have been engaged againſt un- 
righteous perſons, and that, out of a godly zeal, 
to puniſh the vileſt prattices ; nay, and even when 
they have aſked counſel of the Lord, and have 
obtained his approbation of their proceedings. 

The Benjamites refuſed to deliver up to 
juſtice thoſe wretched miſcreants, who 
had been guilty of worſe than beaſtly wick- 
edneſs towards the Levite's concubine ; 
whereupon all the other tribes reſolved they 
would reclaim, if poſſible, this ſtubborn 
people, and ſhew their juſt indignation a- 
gainſt that horrid wickedneſs that had been 
perpetrated among them; and the inſolent 

and inflexible behaviour of the Benjamites 
: rendering 


© Ecclef, viii. 11. 
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rendering gentle methods ineffectual, and 
their brethren being obliged to fight againſt 
them with'the ſword, they enquire of the 
Lord, who ſhould be firſt in the enterprize; 
and he tells them Fudah?. Now, though 
their cauſe was certainly good, and' their 
general aim ſeems to be right, "viz! to put 
away evil from Tjrael*; and though they 
alſo diſcovered a laudable regard to divine 
direction, as to the manner of their pro- 
cedure; and the children of Benjamin, on 
the other hand, had been very wicked, and 
added greatly to their wickedneſs, by at- 
tempting to ſcreen the moſt monſtrous of- 
fenders from juſtice; yet the latter is, at firſt, 
fluſhed with a victory, and of the former, 
no leſs than twenty-two thouſand perſons 
are ſlain”: whereupon we find the tribes 
of rael humble themſelves before the Lord, 
and earneſtly enquire whether they ſhould 
again go up to battle, againſt their brother 
Benjamin, or not; and they receive an expreſs 
command, to go up againſt them; and yet, 
even then, does Bejamin deſtroy down to the © 
ground, of the children of Iſrael, eighteen 
thouſand men that drew the fword'. Now, 
for perſons, whoſe cauſe was juſt and good, 
and who had, in their progreſs, with ar- 
dent and repeated requeſts, ſought direction, 

2 from 
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from that God who . to fly and 
fall once and again before their enemies (who 

ſeem to have reſtrained prayer, and, in a 

great meaſure, to have caſt off the fear of 
the Lord) as this doubtleſs was by them, ſo 
1 think it juſtly may by us, be accounted a 
very dark and diſtreſſing providence. Hence 
then we ſhould learn, 
(.) TuAr to judge of the undertaking by 
the effeft, is a very unſafe rule, 

THE holy God may, for a time, ſeem to 
frown on a righteous cauſe, and the things he 

proves of do not always proſper as ſoon as 
Pak are proſecuted ; and though God cannot 
but abhor wicked practices; yet ſometimes, 
in the courſe of his providence, he has ſeemed 
to ſhine on wicked men's counſels*, When Dio- 
nyſius had robbed the temple, the ſtory faith, 
that, at his return by ſea, he had a fair gale, 
and pleaſant weather, to waft him home 
with the ſpoils, which made him lay to 
thoſe that were with him, “ ſee how the 
* heavens ſmile upon us, &c.” So, on the 
other hand, many inſtances may be given, 
wherein the wiſe and good God has, for a 
time, denied ſucceſs to thoſe. undertakings 
with which he has been well pleaſed. The 
Jews who engaged in building the temple, 
in the days of Cyrus, were in the way of 


their duty ; and yet the Lord ſuffered their 


enemies 


[ Job x. 3. 
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enemies to weaken their hands, and fruſtrate 
their work till the reign of Darius. ö 
L (2.) We learn, that we are not only to 
take heed, that the buſineſs in which wwe en- 
gage, be according to the good and acceptable 
orll God; but alſo it ſhould be our con- 
cern to obtain frames ſuitable to the nature 
of our work, 
On with what pangs of grief ſhould / 
rael have gone out to battle againſt Benja- 
min their brother, not being enraged againſt 
- their perſons, though bittefly afflicted for 
their ſins; defirous to reform them from 
their abominable wickedneſs, but very un- 
willing to cauſe them to fall by the edge of 
the ſword | They ſhould be greatly in love 
with the ſouls of others, and afflicted for 
their fins, who would aright corre& them 
for their faults. Now Iſrael, at the firſt, 
ſeem to have wanted more affecting appre- 
henſions of the tragical nature of the work 
they undertook, and a greater concern for 
the real good of the people, whom they 
had a ſufficient warrant to puniſh. 

(3.) Let us learn, before we undertake . 
to correct the faults of others, carefully and / 
impartially to inſpect our own ways; and, 
firſt of all, to reform whatſoever is amiſs in 
or among our ſelves; for ſurely there were, 
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at this day, even with the people of Tſrael, 
grievous fins againſt the Lord. 

Tux foregoing chapter informs us, not 
only of the idolatry of Micab and his fa- 
mily; but gives us fad inſtances of the pre- 
valency thereof in the tribe of Dan. Micab 
had an houſe of Gods, and he ſeems to have 
valued his Gods above all his houſe ; his 
mother makes him images, and he makes 
one of his ſons a prieſt to them, which 
were no Gods, till he obtains a degenerate 
wandering Levite, with whom he expected 

a bleſſing, but by whom no good came; 
for the tribe of Dan firſt ſeck ditection from 
the idolatrous prieſt, and then carry away 
prieſt and gods together. Now thele things 
connived or winked at in Mael, muſt needs 
diſpleaſe the Lord; and therefore they ſhould 
have put away evil from among themſelves, 
before they had attempted to puniſh it in 
Benjamin ; they ſhould have waſhed their 
own hands in innocency, before they had 
drawn their ſwords againſt their brethren ; 
otherwiſe, the words afterwards ſpoken to 
their ſucceſſors by the prophet Zechariah, 
might have been ſeafonable for them : Thus 
ſaith God, why tranſgreſs ye the command- 
ments of the Lord, that ye cannot profper ? 
„ he ye have forſaken the Lord, he bath 
alſo _— you. 2 Chron, xxiv. 20. Again, 
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(4.) Let. this inſtance teach us," when 
we are in the way of our duty, patiently to 
wait upon, and entirely to ſubmit to God, 
as to. the ſucceſs of our undertakings. 

Wx muſt by no means deſiſt from a good 
work, becauſe God does not immediately 
make us proſperous therein : nor may we 
raſhly conclude, that becauſe the Lord has 
ſeemed to bide himſelf from us, at one time, 
he will refuſe to appear in our favour, at an- 
other. Our God certainly times all his 
mercies according to his own infinitely-wiſe 
counſel, and it becomes the works of his 
hands to wait patiently for him, without 
limiting of him, or preſcribing to him how, 
or when, he ſhall work. God's ways are 
not our ways, nor his thoughts our thoughts. 
It is common for men, when they are ready 
to think they cannot miſs of ſucceſs and 
proſperity in their undertakings, even then 
to meet with the greateſt diſappointments, 
and fall into the moſt diſmal diſtreſſes. 
And, on the other hand, when in the bit- 
terneſs of their ſouls, through the power 
of their unbelief, they are ready to cry out, 
there is no hope, then, even in the mount of 
ſtraits, does the Lord appear, and ſhine on 
their paths with the rays of his mercy, 
and make their ways proſperous by the 
ſtretched out arm of his power. As here, 
you ſee, when his providence towards his 
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people Tae! had once and again appeared 
with a very frowning aſpect; yet, after all, 
he evidently eſpouſes their righteous cauſe, 
and makes them victorious over the ſtubborn 
Benjamites. In a good way and work, 
let us, therefore, - wait patiently for the 
Lord, and yet look for him, who, for a 


| ſeaſon, for wiſe ends, hideth himſelf from 


the houſe of Facob. Very dark and diſcou- 
raging. providences do frequently precede 


the moſt bright and ſmiling diſpenſations. 


þ 


His. almighty hand, that commands and 


' conducts the winds and waves, ſeemed, at 


firſt, to oppoſe the ſeaſonable attempts of 
our great deliverer king William, until his 
courage and faith were properly tried; and 
then his way was made proſperous, and he 
became our common ſaviour. But again, 
(F.) THe divine conduct is to us very dark 
and unſearchable ; in that, when the Lord 


ſeems to have much good work to do in a na- 
tion or place, and proper inſtruments, in our 


apprebenſions, appear, and engage in it, and 


that with good ſucceſs ; that thoſe very per- 


ſons ſhould ſometimes be ſo haſtily removed, 
and thereby the work of God obſtructed, and 
that for many years together. 

In the dawning of the glorious day of 
the reformation, when, after innumerable 
nights, yea, many ages of thick and gloomy 
darkneſs, the ſun of righteouſneſs darted 


his 
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bis bright and glorious rays on our native 
land, the Lord raiſed up the early pious, 
and eminently religious king Edward VT. 
to engage in that excellent work ; a prince 
whom the great Cardanus calls a miracle 0 
nature, aad in whoſe praiſe the beſt hiſto- 
rians think they cannot fay enough ; who, 
of all our Engliſb monarchs, is moſt fitly 
compared to that celebrated reformer Jo- 
fab; for he began to reign at nine years 
of age, as the other did at eight, and en- 
gaged in the work of reformation much 
ſooner than Joſab did: he had a very high 
eſteem for the holy ſcriptures, according 
to which this great work was to be ſquared, 
and which had been, by the enemies and 
murderers of ſouls, long concealed from 
our forefathers: therefore, when at the 
time of his coronation, the ſwords were 
delivered to him, as king of Fngland, 
France, and Treland, having received them, 
he ſaid, © here is yet another ſword to 
e be delivered to me; at which the lords 
wondering, I mean,” ſaid he, the ſacred 
Bible, which is the ſword of the ſpirit, 
* and without which we are nothing, neither 
e can we do any thing.” And as he prized 
the word of the Lord himſelf, fo he ſoon 
reſtored it to his people; and, that they 
might all have opportunity to peruſe the 
inſpired writings, he ordered a large Bible 
in 
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in Engliſb, with the paraphaſe of Eraſmu: 
on the goſpels, to be ſet up in every church, 
in which, at all times, thoſe that could, 
might go and read, and they that could not 
read, might go and hear. He aboliſhed 
the fix popiſh articles, for the denying of 
. which, many excellent men ſuffered moſt 
cruel martyrdom in his father's days, and 
would not by any means be preyailed with, 
ever to reſtore them. They were theſe: 
(1.) That after ſpeaking the words of conſe- 
cration by the prieſt, the bread and wine in 
the ſacrament are tranſubſtantiated into 
the very body and blood of Chriſt, as he 
was conceived and crucified, and into no 
other ſubſtance. (2.) That the communion 
in both kinds is not neceſſary. (3.) That 
prieſts may not marry. (4.) That vows of 
chaſiity, I ſuppoſe they mean celibacy, or 
ſingle life, ought to be obſerved by the law 
of God. (5.) That private maſſes be con- 
tinued. And, (6.) That auricular conſeſ- 
ſion was neceſſary, and to be retained in 
the church. Moreover, for the better in- 
ſtruction of the people, this good prince re- 
ſtored thoſe miniſters who in the former 
reign were baniſhed, or forced to leave thei 
native land, for truth's ſake; and dumb 
prelates and prieſts were compelled to give 
place to thoſe, who, by painful preaching, 
would labour to inſtruct the people in __ 
ian 
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ſtian knowledge. Divers perſons, diſtin- 


guiſhed for their great piety, judgment, 
and learning, were ſent for, out of foreign 
parts, to carry on this good work of re- 
formation, ſuch as Peter Martyr, Martin 
Bucer, Paulus Fagius, &c. men whoſe 
works till praiſe them in the gates : yea, 
ſuch was the holy zeal that warmed, and 
even flamed in the royal breaſt of this good 
king; that when the Devonſhire rebels pe- 
titioned to have the above mentioned fix 
popiſh articles, with other tenets and ſuper- 
ſtitious practices of that church reſtored, 
he aſſured them, . that as it was the cauſe 
* of God, he bad taken upon him thoroughly to 
#6 maintain, Jo be would never move a hair's 
* breadth, nor give place to any creature 
* living. ” And when it was requeſted, by 
Charles, emperor of Germany, that his ſiſter, 
the lady Mary, afterwards our bloody queen, 
might have the liberty of maſs in her own 
houſe; the lords of the council having eon- 
ſulted the matter, and reſolving to purſue the 
rules of policy, ſent Cranmer, archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, and Ridley, biſhop of London, 
to his majeſty, to perſuade him to com 
with this matter, But when the king had 
heard what they had to fay, he anſwered 
them fo gravely, and argumentatively, out 
of the ſcriptures, as, faith the hiſtorian, 
obliged them to give place to his replications, 


and 
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and grant the ſame to be true: after which, 
they argued with him like ſtateſmen, more 
than divines, ſuggeſting what danger the 
denying thereof might bring to his majeſty, 
as a· breach of amity with the emperor, Cc. 
The pious king deſiring them to be ſatisfied, 
ſaid, he would ſpend his life, and all that 
* be had, rather than agree to, and grant 
 * that which be certainly knew to be againſt 
&. the truth.” But, they ſtill continuing to 
urge him, at length he burſt out into tears, 
deſiring them ſtill to be content, which 
cauſed the biſhops themſelves to weep alſo, 
to ſee his zeal and conſtancy. And the 
archbiſhop afterwards told Mr. Cheke, the 
king's ſchool-maſter, ** that he might rejoice 
all his days, that he had ſuch a ſcholar ; 
for, ſaith he, he has more divinity in his 
“ little finger, than all we have in all our 
e Bodies. Thus the king maintained his 
integrity, and the lady Mary's maſs was at 
that time prevented *; and, when ſhe came 
to the throne, the two reverend prelates, 
who pleaded in her behalf, were rewarded 
with the crown of martyrdom, Much 
more might. be ſaid of the eminent piety 
and uncommon abilities of this young prince, 
and his laudable zeal for propagating the 
goſpel, and carrying on the work of re- 
formation, which, as a learned modern ob- 
ſerves, now went on in earneſt, and would, 
« af 

* Sc Fox's Martyrol, p. 1179. 
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te af that time, in all probability, have been 
* carried to a pitch, that it is not to this - 
* day arrived at, had it pleaſed God to have 
* favoured that prince with a longer life. 
Certainly then we muſt conclude, that the 
early and haſty removal of ſuch a power- 
ful vigorous inſtrument for the carrying on 
the work of God, was to this land, and the 
people of God here, a very dark and gloomy 
diſpenſation. | 
Many inferior magiſtrates alſo, from 
whom the publick have received great ad- 
vantages, and had a proſpect of greater, 
have, at a time, when, in our apprehen- 
ſions, their lives might have been moſt 
eminently ſerviceable to the intereſt of re- 
ligion, and the good of mankind, been 
ſurpriſingly placed among the dead ; their 
breath has gone forth, and they have returned 
to the earth, and then their good purpoſes, 
and our raiſed expectations, have periſhed 
together. And not only has it been thus 
among the nations; but ſuch like provi- 
dences have frequently attended the Sion of 
our God, the ſeveral churches of his ſon 
Chriſt Jeſus. The wiſe and abſolute ſo- 
vereign has often called away from particu- 
lar ſocieties, or taken home to himſelf, the 
moſt. eminently uſeful perſons among them; 
ſuch, by whom his own intereſt has been 
Pr 1 nci- 
Dr. Calamy's Britiſh Hiſtory, p. 81. 
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principally armed, and encouraged, and 
this frequently too, in the midſt of their 
uſefulneſs; by whoſe departure his people 
have been reduced to very great ſtraits, and 
have too often fell under viſible and diſmal 
declenſions. Have we not many times ſeen 
the labourers in the Lord's harveſt, who 
were well furniſhed for his ſervice, and 


proces by his wiſe providence, where _ | 
dane muc 


ncouraging proſpect of doing 

for God, and the ſouls of men, ſaddenly 
diſcharged from all their work, and, in the 

rime of their days, called home to reſt 3 
while thoſe who hoped to have been long 
bleſſed with the benefit of their labours, have, 
with ſhowers of tears, attended them to 
their graves? And have we not alſo, in ſuch 
places, often ſeen a ſtop put to the viſible 
progreſs of religion, even for many years? 
Vea ſuch ſad and lamentable diſſentions and 
diviſions have often prevailed among the 

profeſſors thereof, on ſuch occaſions, that 
the Shepherd being ſmitten, the ſheep have 
been ſcattered; I ſuch a dark night has 
overtaken them, that, as their ſtars have 
been! obſured in the gloomy ſhades of death, 
ſo their candlefticks have been alſo removed 


aut of their places, and they have no longer 


held forth the light of the word to a dark 
world, 


I nave 
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I nave ſometimes thought it was a 
dark and ſorrowful providence to the church 
at Epheſus, that ſuch a miniſter as Paul 
ſhould take his final farewel of them, at a 
time when they ſo much deſired his pre- 
ſence, and did ſo much need his aſſiſtance. 
He had been with them in all ſeaſons, ſerved 
the Lord among them with all humility of 
mind, and kept back nothing that was pro- 
fitable, but taught them publickly, and from 
houſe to houſe *, and, for the ſpace of three 
years, he 5 not to warn every one night 
and day with tears v. Now ſurely ſuch a 
miniſter as Paul, was, at this time, greatly 
wanted at Epheſus ; for grievous wolves were 
: ſhortly to enter in among them, not ſparing 
the flock : yea, from their own ſelves were 
men about to ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe things, 
to draw away diſciples after them*, Pecu- 
| larly needful then was his aſſiſtance, who 
was ſo well able, by ſound doctrine, to 
filence and convince gainſayers, and by 
whoſe indefatigable care and diligence, thoſe 
ravening wolves might have been prevented 
from preying on the precious ſheep of 
Chriſt, No doubt but his ſage inſtructions 
and apoſtolick admonitions would, with a 
divine blefling, have reclaimed, and brought 
to a goſpel temper thoſe men of perver 
. and his raviſhing diſcourſes of — 
5 glory 
Acts xx. 20, 27 veil, 31. * verſ. 29, 30. 
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glory of Chriſt, and the greatneſs of his 
love, would certainly have been an excel. 
lent means to have maintained thoſe lively 
affections towards God, and that warm zeal 
for his ways, which, after the departure of 
this good and great man, did ſadly decay. 
It is alſo evident that their affections were 
mightily engaged to him, and it was im- 
poſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe; neither is it 
to be doubted, but they earneſtly deſired 
his abode with them; for, at his departure, 
they all wept fore, and fell upon his neck, and 
kifſed him, forrowing moſt of all for the words 
which he ſpake, that they ſhould ſee his face 
no more. Now, I ſay, that a perſon ſo 
well qualified for the church's ſervice, ſhould 
depart from the flock of Chriſt at Epheſus, 
to return no-more, at a time when his aſ- 
ſiſtance was ſo much wanting, and ſo much 
deſired, muſt ſurely be to them a very dark 
and diſtreffing providence : and yet we have 
often obſerved ſuch occurrences, in which 
the divine conduct has ſeemed more ſtrange 
and myſterious; for it is evident there were 
ſome left to feed, take care of, and watch 
over this church, to whom the apoſtle, be- 
fore his departue, gave a very awful -and 
affecting charge: but from how many places 
have we ſeen uſeful and deſirable miniſters 
removed by death, their pulpits left empty, 
Ws and 
: verſ. 37, 38, 


er 

and their deſolate congregations ready to 
cry out, in the bitterneſs of their ſouls, 
that they have ſpread forth their hands, and 
there has been none to comfort them !* Yea, | 
and their enemies, when they have heard of 
their trouble, have been glad, becauſe the 
Lord had done it © : while they have often 
condoled their own fad circumſtances, in 
the mournful words of the church, zs it 
nothing to you, all ye that paſs by, "behold 
and ſee, if there be any ſorrow like unto my | 
forrow, which is done unto me, wherewith | 
the Lord hath afflicted me, in the day of his 
fierce anger © Now, for God to remove the ; 
uſeful and and eminent inſtruments of his | 
glory, either magiſtrates, miniſters, or pri- 
| 
; 


vate chriſtians, at a time when they ſeem 
to have greateſt opportunities of being ſer- 
viceable to his intereſt, and thereby deeply 
afflict, their ſouls, who are tenderly con- 
cerned for the honour of his name; and, | {1 
at the ſame time, ſuffer ſuch to take occa- 
ſion of rejoicing and triumphing, who hate 
religion, and the promoters and profeſſors 
thereof, is ſurely a convincing inſtance of 
the myſterious, and incomprehenſible nature 
of his holy providence, whoſe ways are TY 
finding out. 
Bur it is time now, that I ſhould en- 
| H deavour 
>» Lam. i. 17. * ver, an, Lan. i. 22. | | 
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deavour to improve this point, by offeri 
ſome 1 from it. band. 22 | Tg 
(..) FRom hence we may learn, zo lay 
hold on all opportunities, to do the utmoſt 
good we can ourſelves, and get all the good 
we can by others. 

IT is finful, and dangerous, to pleaſe 
ourſelves with future purpoſes, and thereby 
_ neglect preſent duties. Many perſons, as 
likely to live as ourſelves, and, to all ap- 
pearance, more capable of ſervice to God 
and men in their day, have been, in a ſur- 
priſing manner, overtook by the night, in 
which no man can work, It is therefore the 
higheſt wiſdom, as well as our incumbent 
duty, to obſerve and improve our ſeaſons for 
doing good, while it is in the power of 
our hands to do it. There is not an oppor- 
tunity we have of this kind, but may, for 
any thing we know, be the laſt we ſhall 
have for ever. We may indeed juſtly won- 
der that we are ſpared hitherto, and can, by 
no means, depend on a long ſeries of futute 
ſeaſons, to proſecute that work, we are now 
ſo prone to neglect; for we ſee that the 
beſt of men have often purpoſed to do that 
good, which they have never lived to ac- 
compliſh; their days being paſt, their pur 
poſes have been broken off, even the thoughts. 
of their hearts. | TY 


Tuxer 


Job xvũi. 13, 
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Tus conſiderations ſhould likewiſe ex- 
cite us to improve the piety, abilities, and la- 
bours of other men. Conſider how glad 
would ſome of us now be, to hear the ſavou- 
diſcourſes, and receive the wiſe and pious 
counſels and inſtructions, of many of thoſe 
eminent miniſters, and other chriſtians, the 
advantages of which we did not improve, as 
we ought to have done, while we enjoyed 
them, and whoſe lips are now cloſed by the 
cold hand of death. We are ready to think, in 
our (ad and ſolitary hours, that had we been 
apprized how ſoon our worthy friends would 
have been removed, we would have attend- 
ed on their inſtructions, with more care and 
frequency ; would have aſked them many 
more weighty quſtions, and would ſurely 
have endeavoured to get more ſolid profit, 
by their converſation, and miniſtry. There 
is an honeſt, and honourable way of getting 
much by the beſt men, and, by ſuch gain, 
we ſhall profit them, as well as our- 
ſelves. © The expence of one minute's 
«breath in ſeaſon, may, if God concur with 
de it, be to you the ground of breathin 
forth praiſe to God to all eternity f. 
Seeing the moſt able, and active inſtruments 
by whom God does good in the world, 
may ſuddenly, and will ſhortly, be removed 
out of it, let us ſtrive to make the beſt im- 
H 2 prove- 
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provement of them, which is the moſt 
likely way to enjoy them long, or to be 
the better capacitated to live without them ! 

(2.) IT may teach us to pray earneſtly, and 
often, for thoſe excellent perſons, whoſe 75 
ſiſtance we and others fo much need, and who, 
if ſpared, may, by their uſeful lives, be great 
bleſſings in their generation. | 

Wurd we ſee men eminently qualified 
for God's ſervice, and zealouſly and chear- 
fully engaged therein, we ſhould efteem 
them very highly for their works ſake, 
and detire of our God, with ſubmiſſion, 
that he would ſpare them, for his own 
name's ſake. The Lord may, and it is 
very likely often does, prolong the lives of 
ſome of his ſervants, in anſwer to the 
prayers of others. That aged and very 
excellent ſervant of the Lord, Dr. J. Ma- 
ther, ſpeaking of the continuance of his 

- own lite, © T muſt acknowledge, ſays he, 
e that the prayers of the Lord's people, in 
&« that dear flock to which J am related, and 
„ of many others, have been the means of 
e lengthening my days, for ſo long a time 8. 
Melanchton aſcribes his recovery from a 
dangerous fickneſs to the prevalency of 
Luther's prayer, and ſays, © if Luther had 
« nof come to bim, he had died.“ By 


praying 


£ Pref. to his medit, on the heavenly world. p. 5. 
> Clark's examp. p. 534. 
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praying for the life of one man, we may 
be great bleſſings to the ſouls of many, 
and give them endleſs occaſions for the of- 
fering up the higheſt praiſe to God. | 

(3.) LET it teach us, carefully to avoid 
truſting too much unto, or leaning to hard 
upon, the beſt of men. 

EvERyY man's breath is but in his noſtrils, 
and no man can continue his own being, 
much leſs make others bleſſed. Nothing is 
more common, than for the moſt promiſing 
human ſupports utterly to fail poor mortals ; 
irreſiſtable death has often, in the moſt ſur- 
priſing manner, reared his trophies in the 
pompous palaces of the greateſt and the beſt 

rinces ; and his powerful hand has ſud- 
denly filenced the moſt charming embaſ- 
ſadors of the goſpel of peace. The haſty 
ſtrokes of this.univerſal conqueror, have of- 
ten removed our moſt uſeful friends into 
the filent grave, and, in a few moments, 
rendered our moſt endearing relatives, ut- 
terly incapable of being any further ſervice- 
able to us. The God of our mercies has 
no where promiſed to continue any of our 
external enjoyments, though he has gra- 
ciouſly engaged, not only to be our God; 
but that his preſence ſhall be ever with us, 
and he will never leave us, nor forſake us: 
let us therefore depend on him, and not on 


them, | 
FE 4* (4) LET 
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(4.) Lr r it alſo teach us, to have a care 
we do not draw raſh, and deſperate conclufions, 
under ſuch diſpenſations. 

For we may ſee we are not the only 
perſons, amongſt the godly, whom the Lord 
has brought under ſuch trying circumſtances. 
The ſupreme and abſolute ſovereign has re- 
moved from other places and ſocieties, as 
eminent inſtruments of his glory, and his 

| church's good, as any we can be mourning 
for: and it is our intereſt and duty, pa- 
tiently to ſubmit to him, who has a per- 
fect right to do all his pleaſure; and who has 
governed the world, in infinite wiſdom, 
ever ſince he firſt brought it out of nothing. | 
It will not therefore become us, under 
dark providences of this kind, to conclude 
that the intereſt of religion, in one place 
or another, muſt expire, or give up the 
ghoſt. Can that ſhip fink, whoſe pilot he 
is, who made the ſeas, and upholds the dry 
Jand? There is no doubt, but the unchange- 
ble God of truth will be faithful to his 
promiſes, and always manifeſt a tender re- 
gard to his afflicted Sion: therefore, in dark 
and gloomy days, let all, whoſe hearts 
tremble for the ark, learn, with the prophet, 
to wait upon the Lord "who bidet bimfelf 
9 the houſe of Jacob, and to look for bim 


nb, 
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S1XTHLY, Another inſtance, in which the 
judgments of God appear to be a great deep, is 
this; that when men of eminent piety have, 
with religious views, engaged in the moſt ne- 
ceſſary work, and, by diligent and painful la- 
bour, have brought the ſame even to its de- 
ſigned perfection; all their endeavours ſhould, 
by one frowning diſmal providence, be blaſted, 
and rendered ineffeftual, and utterly uſe- 

2 | 
run more capable and active any man is 
in doing good, the more he is like that God, 
who is the author of all good; and of all 
the good we can do, that is moſt excellent, 
which has the moſt direct tendency to ex- 
alt and diſplay the glory of God, and does 
moſt extenſively contribute to further the 
real welfare, and immortal bleſſedneſs of 
men : and the more excellent and uſeful 
the work is, the more ground we have to 
expect ſucceſs and proſperity, in the proſecu- 
tion of it. Now the moſt excellent means, 
that ever this lower world was bleſſed with, 
to manifeſt the ſurpaſſing glory of God, 
and ſecure the eternal intereſt of men, are 
the holy ſcriptures: but that theſe ſacred 
and ſublime oracles may be thus benefi- 
* cial to any nation or people, it is abſolutely 
neceſſary that they have them in a lan- 
guage they underſtand, which is a bleſſing 
our anceſtors were, in a great meaſure, if 
H 4 not 
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not entirely, deprived of, for many hundred 
years together. Mr, Wicklif was the firſt, I 
can meet with, who, after this nation had 
been, for fix hundred years, or thereabouts, 
deprived of the ſcriptures, did undertake to 
tranſlate them into our language. He lived 
in the reign of Richard II, died in the year 
1384, and all his books were ſentenced to 
the flames, by the council of Conſtance, in 
1414: and ſo the inhabitants of the land 
of our nativity, who underſtood not the 
learned languages, were kept, in a great 
meaſure, ſtrangers to the inſpired writings, 
till it pleaſed God to raiſe up the renowned 
Mr. Tindal, a valiant champion for the truth, 
who, when a perſon (called a learned divine) 
blaſphemouſly told him, it were better to 
be without God's law, - than the pope's, 
Mr. Tindal, like a true chriſtian hero, re- 
plied, © hat be defied the pope, and all his 
« laws; and that, if God ſpared his life, 
e ere many years, he would cauſe a boy that 
e drove the plough, to know more of the 
ce ſcriptures, than he did.” To effect this 
noble and glorious deſign, Mr. Tindal, in 
the year 1527, tranſlated the new teſtament, 
and began the old, compleated the five books 
of Moſes, and prefaced uſeful pious prologues 
to each book: this he did, while an exile 
in Germany. But now behold the unſearch- 
able depths of divine providence! this good 
| man 
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man failing to Hamburgh, with defign 
to print his neceſſary and uſeful labours 
there, ſuffered ſhipwrack on the coaſt of 
Holland, and loſt all his books, writings, and 
copies. Surely the papiſts (who were ſo 
ready to find fault with this faithful ſer- 
vant of Chriſt, that if in any of his writ- 
ings an [j] wanted but a tittle, they reckoned 
it for an hereſy!) would not now neglect 
to improve this dreadful providence againſt - 
the truth; nor omit to paſs their ſevereſt 
cenſures on him, who had gone through ſo 
much labour and travel to propagate it. It 
cannot be thought they would ſpare to 
ſay, that though he eſcaped their hands on 
the ſhore, divine vengeance met him on the 
ſeas; or that the waves had commiſſion from 
God to war againſt, and deſtroy his hereti- 
cal works,, Now, to have the fruit of fo 
much pains, in ſuch a neceflary and reli- 
gious undertaking, by the occurrence of 
ſuch a ſad calamity, rendered utterly uſe- 
leſs, to the great grief of good men, and 
the joy and triumph of thoſe who were ene- 
mies to all that is good, may ſurely be ac- 
counted a very dark, and amazing provi- 
dence of God; but, as Fob obſerves, many 
Juch things are with him n. Mr. Tindal is 
not the only man, whoſe faith and patience 
the wiſe God has thus tried, and exerciſed : - 
n 
* Fox. p. 983. ibid. Job xxili. 14. 
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the beſt of men, in the proſecution of the 
beſt work, have often met with ſtrange 
croſſes, and unthought- of diſappointments, 
and thoſe, even while the holy providence 


of the righteous God, has ſeemed to ſhine upon 


the counſels of the wicked ©; i. e. ſuch things 
have occurred in the courſe of his wiſe con- 
duct, as have anſwered. their defires, and by 
which, they have furtbered their wicked de- 

_ vices®, Theſe things then, give us occaſion 
to infer, 

(I.) THAT it is very unſafe to judge 
men's works, to be good or bad, by the frowns, 
or ſmiles. of providence, that ſeem to attend 
them therein. | 

War God requires and approves of, is 
better learnt by the holy ſcriptures, than by 
the ſucceſſes or diſappointments of provi- 
dence. It is poſſible men, may think God 

roſpers, and furthers them in thoſe ways, 
in which they may hereafter find they did 
not pleaſe, but provoke him: for proſper 
ous providences have often attended men, 
while they have been perpetrating thoſe 
evils, for which they wi) Conde be con- 
demned hereafter. The Lord made the 
king of Aſyria ſucceſsful, and uſed him 
as the rod of his anger againſt an byocriti- 
cal nation, and againſt the people of his 
wrath, with @ charge, to take the ſpoil, * 

5 , 
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the prey, and to tread them down like the mire 
of the ſtreets”. Now, this haughty and un- 
juſt man does all this wickedly; but yet 
the righteous hand of divine providence made 
his work proſperous, to correct and humble 
a profeſſing people; and after he has per- 
formed his whole work upon mount Zion, 
and on Jeruſalem, he puniſhes the fruit of the 
ſtout heart of the king of Aſſyria, and the 
glory of his high looks%, And alſo, on the 
other hand, God, in the courſe of his 
providence, may feem to frown upon, and 
even oppoſe his own ſervants, in thoſe re- 
ligious undertakings which are well-pleaſing 
to him, and which, he will, in the other 
world, reward with an eternal weight of 
glory. But, 9 
(2.) LET what has been obſerved, teach us 
fo perſevere in well doing, though dark and 
forrowful providences meet us, while we are 
moſt fincerely purſuing what is our incumbent 
duty ; knowing that theſe things fall out, 
and are wiſely ordered, for the trial of our 
faith and patience, | | 
- HEREBY our wiſe God, and tender fa- 
ther, makes the glory of his grace to ſhine 
with the more radiant luſtre, in the ſouls 
of his ſervants, to the praiſe of his name. 
We muſt patiently continue in the way of 
pur duty, though the Lord ſee meet - 
| wi 
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with-hold the ſmiles of his providence. 
Mr. Tindal's ſad diſappointment did not 
cauſe him to lay aſide the excellent work, 
in which he was engaged: for at Hamburgh, | 
with the aſſiſtance of Mr. Coverdale, he 
ſoon tranſlated the five books of Moſes; 
and, I think, before his martyrdom, the 
whole bible, though it was not printed 
till after his death. And ſo faithful was he 


therein, that, in a letter to Mr. Frith, he 


thus appeals to the ſearcher of all hearts; 
& call God, ſays he, to record, againſt the 
* day we ſhall all appear before our Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt, 70 give à reckoning of our 

« doings, that I never. altered one ſyllable of 


* God's word againſt my conſcience ; nor 


« would this day, if all that is in the earth, 
_ © wobether pleaſure, honour, or riches, might 


« be given me. Thus, under all diſcou- 
ragements, we muſt ſteadily cleave to our 
duty, and entirely ſubmit to our ſovereign 
Lord, as to the event and iſſue of all our 
endeavours ; ; being willing to be any thing, 
or nothing, ſo that we may abundantly glo- 
rity and honour him, who we know is 410 
zn all, And then, 

(3) Lx usbecautious how we 8 nucb 


confidence of the ſucceſs of a good undertaking. 
For the righteous, and the wiſe, and 


their works, are in the hand of God: 


and 
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and he has many ways to uſe his ſervants 
to his glory ; and often, to that end, brings 
them under ſuch providences, as they looked 
not for. If the work we undertake and pur- 
ſue be good, and our hearts therein are 
right in his ſight, who ſearcheth them, we 
may be ſure of gracious aſſiſtance, kind ac- 
ceptance, and an eternal reward, from free 
grace, at laſt, But we cannot, ordinarily, 
be aſſured that our God will ſo far proſper 
us, in any particular undertaking, that nei- 
ther Satan, wicked men, nor any croſs pro- 
vidence ſhall baffle, or fruſtrate us therein. 
That we ſhould make it the principal buſi- 
neſs of our lives to do good, is moſt evident, 
from the law of nature, and the light of 
ſcripture ; but when, wherein, or how far, 
we ſhall ſucceed, ordinarily, the event only 
muſt determine, But again, | 

SEVENTHLY, Another inſtance of the 
great myſtery of providence is, that when 
thoſe, whoſe prayers God has promiſed to 
bear, have in a ſpecial, and ſolemn manner, 
been ſeeking of him, and earneſtly begging di- 
rection and ſucceſs from him, as to particular 
and momentous affairs,relating to themſelves,or 
others, that after this, providence ſhould, for 
4 lng time, in many and various N 
run counter to their prayers, and diſappoi 
their hopes and expectations; this, I 22 7s 
another NY of the myſterious, and incom- 


prehenfible 
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* nature, of hi diſpenſations, 
210 — are Lee ＋ — n. | 


derful for us to find out to per fettion. 


NoTrinG is more plain in the divine 
word, than the promiſes of the God of 
truth to hear, and anſwer the prayers of his 
ſervants, for all things they aſk, agreeable 
to his will; which is all they want, or all 
that would be for their real good. Many 
| — are full to this purpoſe, as Matt. 

vii. 7, 8. Aſt, and it ſhall be given ou: 
ſeek, and ye ſhall find: knock, and it fhall 
be opened unto you. For every one that aſteth, 
recerveth ; and be that ſeeketh, findeth ; and 
to him that knacketh, it ſhall be opened. So 

2 xiv. 13, 14. and Fohn xv. 16. Te 

baue not choſen me, but I have choſen you, 
and ordained you, that you ſhould go, and 
bring forth fruit, and that your fruit ſhould 
remain : that whatſoever ye ſhall 4ſt of the 
father in my name, be may give it you. And 

ohm v. 14. This is the confidence that wwe 

ve in him, that if we aſe any thing, ac- 
cording to his will, he heareth us. Nor. is 
it to be doubted, but that thoſe, who are 
truly and eminently religious, are concerned | 
in their applications to the throne, to com- 
port. with. the diſpenſations of providence, 
with which their perſons and their fami- 
lies, the church of God, and the nation in 

* they dwell, are exerciſed _ do, 
©. bs ere- 
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therefore, on extraordinary occaſions, in aft. 
extraordinary manner, addreſs their gracious 
God, on all theſe accounts: and yet how 
many | of | theſe have often obſerved, that, 
for a time, the Lord has ſeemed deaf to 
their cries, and the courſe of his holy pro- 
vidence has, to an eye of reaſon, even ran 
counter to their prayers? When they have 
deſired ſucceſs and proſperity in particular 
affairs, they have been in * frowned 
upon, and the divine hand has ſeemed lifted 
up againſt them therein. And thus it has 
many times been, as well with reſpect to 
their relative, as perfonal circumſtances ; 
and reſpecting their ſpiritual, as well as 
their temporal concerns. Have not ſome 
of the moſt eminent ſaints, by a long ſuc- 
ceſſion of fervent prayers, ſought ſpecial 
grace for their unconverted relations, who 
have yet gone on in their fins, and grieved 
the hearts of their praying friends, as long 
as they have lived, and perhaps diſcredited 
them when dead? Now, is it nota v 
aſtoniſhing and tremendous depth of divine 
providence, that when God hears his chil- 
dren; for their neighbours, friends, enemies, 
yea, for whole churches and kingdoms at 
once, he ſhould ſeem utterly to reject their 
moſt vehement groans for the ſpiritual, and 
eternal welfare; of their own fleſh and blood? 
Providences of this kind have often * 


( 116 ) | 
ed the children of promiſe, with reſpect to 
their family concerns; and when they have, 
by ſincere and repeated prayers, ſought thoſe 
bleſſings, which, ſo far as they could diſ- 
cern, would be very conducive to the glory 
of God, and the ſpiritual and everlaſting 
happineſs of themſelves, and their families; 
even then, a ſeries of ſuch things which 
they looked not for, has long prevented 
them from the enjoyment of thoſe deſirable 
mercies. . And thus alſo, when, the favour- 
ites of God have, together, and apart, poured 
forth their fouls anto him, for the increaſe, 
and proſperity of his churches, yet then 
(as if their prayers had been caſt in their 
faces) there has, many times, ſucceeded (in 
their apprehenſion at leaſt) a viſible decay 
of the power and practice of religion, even, 
among thoſe, they have had the moſt peculiar 
regard to, in their ſolemn duties; and ve 
few, or none have been awakened to ſee 
their danger, and been brought to enquire, 
in good earneſt, what they muſt do to be 
- ſaved, In like manner, has our wiſe and 
gracious God ſeen meet to exerciſe the 
moſt excellent of the earth, when tt 
have frequently, and ſolemnly ſought him 
for national mercies. We need not go far 
for inſtances of this ſort. . In the latter end 
of the reign of queen Anne, many days of 
folemn prayer were obſerved, in which — | 
83 5 Lor 
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Lord was entreated, either to turn the 
hearts, or fruſtrate the deſigns of thoſe, 
who ſought to deprive us of the invaluable 
bleſſings of our holy religion, and our civil 
rights and liberties: and yet, for ſome time, 
the enemies of God, and our country, had a 
chain of uninterrupted ſucceſſes, and carried 
every thing before them: ſo that we were 
ready to give up all for loſt, e er the Lord 
was pleaſed to interpoſe for our deliverance. 
And has not the further reformation of this 
kingdom been alſo, for many years, the ſub- 
ject of the prayers of thouſands, of the beſt 
among us; and yet does not wickedneſs 
continue to abound in all places, and pre- 
| vail among all ranks of men? But inſtances 
of this kind are innumerable ; and it is pro- 
bable, the reader can add many from his own 
obſervation and experience; and therefore, 
I need not enlarge here; but proceed to 
ſome improvement of this point. And, 

(I.) THEN, et not this cauſe any to ſay 
it is in vain to ſerve God; or that there is 
no profit in praying to bim. For notwith- 
ſtanding theſe things, it is moſt certain, God 
hears, accepts, and anſwers the prayers of 
his ſervants. As ſure as God is, ſo ſure be 
is 4 rewarder of all them that diligently 
ſeek bim*, in the name of Chriſt Jeſus. 
Facob, as à prince, wy power with God, 

and 


£ Heb, xi, 6, 
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and prevailed*: and the God of Jacob has 
not ſaid unto his ſeed, ſeek ye me in vain n. 
The moſt gainful buſineſs, does not always 
bring the quickeſt returns: they often get 
moſt, who can ſtay longeſt. © Some prayers 
“ (as one faith) have a longer voyage than 
e others; but then they come with richer 
6e lading, at laſt, into the es Chriſtians 
are. heavenly merchants, daily trading into 
the land of promiſe, by folemn prayer ; 
and if they diligently purſue their buſineſs, 
their great gain, ſooner or later, is ſure, and 
out of hazard. There is no mercy we can 
want, or wiſh for, but ſome of the faints 
have gained by ſolemn prayer. Let us, 
therefore, be careful, that our ſupplications 
are agreeable to the will of God, revealed 
in the ſcriptures; and that, from religious 
principles, we offer up our requeſts to God, 
in the name of Jeſus; and then we may be 
confident of divine acceptance, and a gra- 
cious anſwer, in God's time and way: for 
all ages have abounded with remarkable, 
bright, and glorious evidences of that bleſſed 
truth, that the eyes of the Lord are over 


the righteous, and bis ears are open ta their 


Prayers“. 


" (2) LeT it be obſerved, that Ged has 


often, remarkably anſwered thoſe prayers 4 


's 
Gen. xxxii, 28, Ifai. xlv. 19. " Palm 
xxxiv. 15. compared with 1 Pet. iii. 12. 
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his people, which, when firft offered, be ſeemed 
to diſregard, and which they feared he would 
remember no more. | | | 
A p1ovs praying woman of Canaan 

makes the moſt ardent addreſſes to the 
compaſſionate Jeſus, on the behalf of her 
daughter, who was grievouſly vexed with 
a devil, crying out, have mercy upon me, 
O Lord, thou fon of David ! But he, who 
readily relieved all other poor diſtreſſed 
creatures, that came to him, anſivered her 
not a word”, Yea, ſo vehement and ardent 


was ſhe in her ſuit, that moved the hearts 


of the diſciples, though their Lord ſeemed 
deaf to her intreaties; and they became her 
interceſſors, and beſought their gracious 
.maſter, ſaying, © Send ber away, for fhe 
* crieth after us.” It is a peculiar happi- 
neſs to have an intereſt in their petitions, 
whom Jeſus owns as his diſciples ; and yet, 
though the moſt eminent of them may 
join iſſue with us, as to the particular mer- 
cies we aſk of God, he may, for a time, 
ſeem, with a frown, to reject their requeſts, 
and ours: Tam not ſent,” ſays he, but to the 
« loft ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael *,” q. d. 1 
eam not ſent as a miniſter, but to the Jeu, 
only; or it is 0 the loſt ſheep of the houſe 
«© of Tr ael, that T muſt firſt execute, and diſ- 
charge the office of a ſhepherd.” But if 

2 1 Chriſt 

= Matt, xv, 22. p verſ. 23, verſ. 24, 


it | 
i! 
1 
1 4 
15 
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Chriſt ſeems to repulſe this poor woman, 
yet ſhe reverently worſhips ou and ſtill 
cries out, © Lord belþ me. Notwith- 
ſtanding which, our Saviour, in appearance, 
continues to refuſe her ſuit, intimating, it 
was unreaſonable : ©* It is not meet, © ſays 
« he,” to fate the childrens bread, and to 
© caſt it to dogs. She readily owns the 
truth of what was ſpoken, humbly applies 


it to herſelf, but till perſeveres in her re- 


queſt, craving ſome crumbs from the childrens 
table ; and at laſt, ſhe has a gracious grant 
of all ſhe could defire. ** O woman, great 
e 7s thy faith, be it unto thee even as thou © 
*© 20z/t*,” If the Lord ſeem to frown up- 
on us while we pray, we muſt not give 
over prayer: for, you ſee, for the firſt, ſe- 
cond, and third times, he ſhewed no regard 
to the cries of this humble ſupplicant; and 
yet, after all, he even admires, and greatly 
commends her faith, and graciouſly grants 
more than'ſhe had ever aſked. God's own 
people may * ſometimes think he deſpiſes 
their ſupplications, when he is carefully 
filing them up in heaven, and propoſes to 
anſwer them on earth, to his own glory, 
and their comfort. 

I nave ſeen, in the library of a learned 
friend, a manuſcript, in which is a remark- 


able ſtory, concerning good Mr. Dog, to this 


effect, 


„ verſ. 25. d verſ. 26. verſ. 27, 28. 
N i * 3s C6 
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effect, vis. That when he was a ſtudent 


in Oxford, deſigning to make the work of 
the miniſtry the buſineſs of his life, he yery 
earneſtly deſired three things of God; fir /t, 
that he might be diſpoſed of where he might 
have a comfortable ſubſiſtance; ſecondly, 
amongſt a people that might entirely love- 
him; and, thirdly, where his miniſtry ſhould. 
be bleſt to do much good. It was not long 
before he was fixt, where, for a time, he 
was denied each of theſe deſirable mercies; 
for, thoſe of his people, that were, of the 
greateſt note, rather hated than loved him, 
and unjuſtly commenced law-ſuits with 
him, and ſeized all he had, to his very 


horſe ; by which they reduced him in the- 


world fo, that inſtead of his doing them 


much good, they did him much hurt. 


Theſe things ſo affected the good man, in 
a mor Sens, a walk, that, on the bare ground, 
and with a ſhower of tears, he bewailed his 
caſe before his God; but going home, it 
pleaſed God that the next Lord's day, his 

tron was converted by his miniſtry ; af- 
ter which, ſuch a bleſſing attended his la- 


bours, as made way for his living peaceably, 


and proſperouſly among his people, greatly 
beloved, by them, and doing much ſervice 
for Chriſt, and their precious ſouls ; emi- 


nently enjoying each of thoſe three great 


bleſſings he had, in ſo particular a manner, 
133 ſought 


/ 


—— 


— SR — — 7 


| 
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Oe: of the Lord by folemn prayer, at his 
firſt ſetting out. 


Nay, not only has God. anſwered the 


prayers of his — when they have 


perſevered in their requeſts ; but I am apt 
to. think, when, they, for many years, have 
ceaſed either to pray, or hope, for ſome 
particular bleflings, for which they have 


formerly made their requeſts, they have, 
after all, had. their prayers anſwered, and 


their defires granted, It can ſcarcely be 
thought, that Zacharias ever expected to 
hear any more of the requeſts he had made 
unto God, for. a ſon; and it is probable he 
had many years given over ſeeking the Lord, 


as to this matter; for he was now old, 


and his wife well ſtricken in years; ſo that 


he does not readily credit the joyful tidings, 


when declared by the lips of an angel: 
and yet it is evident that Jahn the — 
was given, in anſwer to the acceptable pra 

his father, long before his birth, had — | 
for a ſon*, Y 


(3.) Lar us liarn to ſubmit. to God's 
time, and. way, for the anſwer of our 
prayers. 

Is. it not reaſonable, that unobliged bene- 
factors ſhould. give, what, when, or in 
what way, and manner, they pleaſe ? What- 
ever we aſk, or receive of God, it is cer- 


tain 
4 * % 13. 


. 
tain we deſerve nothing: and if he anſwers 
our prayers, it is an act of his free and 
fovereign grace; for no good man can be- 
lieve his prayers are worthy to be anſweredꝰ: 
and ſure it does not become undeſerving 
deggars to preſcribe to the great and abſo- 
lute Lord of heaven and earth, in what 
time, and way, he ſhall diſplay his mercy | 
towards them, and beſtow his gifts upon | 
them. To ſubmit to the divine will, is a 
frame becoming every duty ; and what we 
ſhould labour after, under every diſpenſation. 
It is both pleaſant, and gainful to reſign 
ourſelves, and our all, to the divine diſpo- 
fal : for, perhaps, God may ſometimes croſs 
our wills, in order to teach us to ſubmit to 
his : and we all profeſs to believe he knows 
beſt what is good for us, and when to be- 
ſtow his bleſſings upon us. And, therefore, 
as his great mercy ſhould encourage us to 
addreſs his throne ; ſo his infinite wiſdom, 
and abſolute ſovereignty, ſhould produce in 
us an entire reſignation to his conduct. 
Good men have quietly fubmitted unto 
God, under very ſore affliftions*; and 
ſhall not we, for the time, way, and man- 
ner, in which he ſhall anſwer our prayers? 
But I proceed, . 
E1G6nHTHLY, The dark and incompreben- 
fible nature of divine providence may be ob- 
ſerved, 


by 
: Job ix. 16. ! Job i. 2r, Pfl. x), 1, 
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ſerved, in that thoſe, who in the judgment 
4 charity, have appeared eminently pious, 
ave been ſuffered to fall into ſuch. fins, or 
under fuch ſad calamities, whereby 3 
has been di iſcreaited, the ſucceſs 725 the goſpel 
hindered, and enquiring 8 Jumbled, and 
turned out of the way of life 
As it is moſt certain, the holy God has a 

jealous reſpect, and tender regard to his 
own glory; fo. it muſt be acknowledged, 
there is nothing more nearly affects his — 
nour in the world, than the lives of thoſe 
who make the ſtricteſt profeſſian- of his 
ways. The more eminently religious any 
man ſeems to be, the deeper he wounds 
the intereſt of religion, if he fail in the 
practical part thereof. And when thoſe 
who have diſcovered a deep ſenſe of the 
evil of fin, and profeſſed. their dependence 
on the free grace of God in Chriſt Jeſus, as 
alſo their deſires to follow the Lamb — 
ſoever be goeth, fall into ſuch evils, as are 
moſt oppoſite, either to the duties of piety 
towards God, or of common honeſty and 
juſtice to their fellow · creatures, does it 
not tend to harden men in their ſins, and 
often fill their mouths with reproaches and 
blaſphemies? Vea, hereupon have men ta- 
ken offence at the good ways of God, for- 
ſaken the worſhipping. aſſemblies of his 
ſeryants and gone back, and walked no 


mare 
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more with them. Moreover, when ſome 
who have, for a time, ſeemed eminently 
godly, have, after all, given fad indications 
of their being utterly graceleſs, it has been 
apt to create uncharitable jealouſies in the 
breaſts of chriſtians themſelves, and to leſſen 
their eſteem for one another. Neither is 

it to be doubted, but the falls of thoſe per- 

ſons, do often cauſe many ſincere and watch- 
ful ſaints to queſtion the ſafety of their 
own condition ; the grace and rift of thoſe 
that fell, appearing once, in their apprehen- 
fions, far beyond what they themſelves had 
ever artained unto: Is it not a very per- 
plexing caſe, when ſerious chriſtians are at 
a loſs to make the practices of ſome pro- 
fefſors conſiſtent with the grace of God? 
And when they are at far greater loſs to 
find any evidences of 4 work of grace in 
themſelves, which did not formerly appear in 
thoſe perſons? Now, that perſons of ſuch a 
character, as I have been repreſenting, do 
thus fall, is a melancholy truth, too fadly 
evident in all places where religion has 
been profeſſed ; fo that to produce inſtances 
of this kind, would be as ſuperfluous, as 
it would be unpleaſant. And when, or 
whereſoever, the wiſe and holy God ſuffers 
ſuch things to occur, his providence there- 
1 Tools with a dark wn gloomy _ 
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in their apprehenſions, who are moſt ten- 
derly concerned for his glory in the world, 
TRE conduct of providence is alſo to us 
very aſtoniſhing, in thoſe dreadful afflictions, 
and even complicated calamities, that attend 
- ſome, whom we cannot but eſteem, as very 
ſerious and godly perſons: their bitter trou- 
bles being, fometimes, beyond what is com- 
mon to men. I have known ſome of this 
character, who have been deprived of rea- 
ſon and underſtanding, and rendered utterly 
uncapable of perſonal, and relative duties : 
yea, and under thoſe fad circumſtances, ſo 
far left in the enemies hands, as to utter 
very evil words, contrary to thoſe holy 
principles, which uſed to influence them at 
other times, to the great diſhonour of God, 
and the no ſmall grief of the godly ob- 
ſervers, to whom thoſe diſpenſations of pro- 
vidence, have appeared very dark, and my- 
ſterious. Very prodigious and-amazing was 
the dreadful calamity, with which the good 
people of New-England were exerciſed, in, 
or about the year 1692, of which you have 
a particular account in a book, called the 
wonders of the invifible world. But the 
holy ſcripture furniſhes us with the moſt 
remarkable inſtance of the depth of diſtreſs, 
to which a godly man may be ſubject, in 
the caſe of Job: ſo that we may not wy 
| | _ tay, 


(17) 
ſay, there is @ firang e puniſument to the 


workers of 'y; ba alſo, that the wiſe 
and holy 4 4. ſometimes ſee fit, in a 


ſtrange manner, to correct and try thoſe 
who depart from miquity. From theſe 
gs, we may infer, - 

(I.) THAT we are to learn our duties, | 
rather from the precepts of God, than the 
practices of the beſt of men : and that we 
may more certainly know the truly religious, 
by the charatters the ſcripture gives them, 
than by the conduct of divine F to- 
ward them. 

As to the former, the greateſt ſaints, 4 
moſt eminent miniſters, defire to be followed 
by others, no farther, than they follow 
Chriſt themſelves. And the bad examples 
of the beſt men, will not excuſe, nor yet 
extenuate our fins at the righteous bar of 
God; much leſs give us a licence to break 
bis laws: nay, when others ſtray out of 
the pure ways of life, it ſnould indeed make 
us much more concerned, to walk ſtrictly 
and ſteadily therein. Has not religion ſuf- 
fered enough, and too much already, from 
the hands of her friends? And ſhall we 
alſo go away®, and give more, and deeper 
wounds, to the bleeding and languiſhing 
cauſe of Feſus Chriſt ? God forbid ! 


AND 


Job xxxi, 1, s John vi. 6, 7. 


vid, Peter, and others; ſo, by ſurpriſing 
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Ax p 1 as to the latter obſervation; 2 
our faith ſhould not be ſtaggered, with re- 
ſpect to any of the truths we profeſs, by 
the fiery trials, and uncommon calamities 
which do, or may attend ourſelves, or any 
of our brethren in Chriſt Jeſus: for the 
wiſe God has not made it the rule of his 
government, to diſtinguiſh orthodox chri- 


ſtians by the As of proſperity z nor 


by ſad and diſmal providences, to diſcover 
unſound and miſtaken profeſſions. If the 
facred ſcriptures reveal the doctrines: ' we 
believe, and preſcribe the ways in which 
we walk; we ought to bold faſt our pro- 
te 5 without waveri „g, or fear; though 
earth be removed, and though the moun- 
tains be carried into the midft f the ſea *; 


(2.) LET ws. be ſtirred up, from — | 


| earmeſlly to pray 10 God, 3 would, for 


bis name's fake, keep us from falling into fin, 
and, as far as may be for his glory, * | 
falling under ſad calamities. 

Ws ought not ever to think, chat our 
mountain Hands ſo ſtrong, as that we ſhall 
never be moved, or that we ſhall: die in our 
neſts: for, as in a day of temptation, 'thoſe,” 
who have been moſt eminent in grace, 
have fallen into very dreadful fins, as Da- 


and tremendous providences, thoſe who 


have 
» Heh. x. 23. i Pſal. . 3; 
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have enjoyed the moſt proſperous circum- 
ſtances, have ſoon been ſtript of all their 
outward comforts. That good man, who 
was clothed 1oith robes of majeſty, and dwelt 
as. a king in the army, and as one that com- 
forteth the mourner &; yet was, by a ſwift 
ſeries of uncommon and tragical calami- 
ties, brought to ſcrape himſelf with a pot- 
Herd, and fit down among the aſhes |, without 
any to comfort him. When we pray to be 
kept from fin, we may be ſure we aſk that 
which is agrecable to the divine will : and 
when we pray that we may not fall under 
dreadful providences, we ought, in ſo do- 
ing, to prefer the honour of God above our 
own tranquility, and ſubmit our wills to 
his ſovereign pleaſure; and then we may 
comfortably hope that, through Criſt, God 
will deal in mercy with us, in G or 


wa 

60 3. Le theſe thy ngs teach us to exer- 
ciſe charity towards ſuch, as are overtaken in 
aults ; and to avoid. cenſuring thoſe, whom 

the wiſe God, in a fingular manner, afflitts. 
Fon not only many of thoſe that have real 
grace, fall into great fins ; but ſuch who are 
eminent in grace, may fall into thoſe ſins, 
8 np moſt o 2 to the grace, where - 
are moſt eminent. As Abrabam, 


i ve excelled * in faith, and, when he was 
called 


x Job xxix. Job ii, 8. 
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called of God to go into a ſtrange land, 
be obeyed, not knowing whither he went" ; of 
whom it 1s alſo ſaid. that, he believed 2 
and flaggered not through unbelief® ; 

this great believer denied, and — * ex- 
his wife, leſt he ſhould be killed for 

ſake. The man Moſes, who was meek 
above all the men of the earth, falls into a 
paſſion, and, for his raſh words, is denied 
entering into the land of promiſe, the type 
of heaven. The like may be obſerved con- 
cerning David, Peter, and others. - Though 
we mult not vindicate, extenuate, nor fa- 
vour any man's fin; yet it is good for us 
to hope and think the beſt, that the rules of 
piety and religion will admit, concerning 
every man's ſtate. Indeed when the wiſe 
and righteous ſoyereign of heaven and earth 
does, in a terrible, and unuſual manner, 
afflict any of the children of men; they 
are then, in an eſpecial manner concerned, 
to ſearch and try their ways, and intreat 
the Lord to ſbe them, wherefore he contends 
with them: but for others to think that per- 
ſons thus corrected, are ſinners above all 
men '; or that they have been guilty of 
ſome more than ordinary crimes, for which 
the arrows of the Almighty are within them, 
and the poiſon thereof drinketh up their ſpi- 
rits, 


1 Heb. xi. 8. m Rom. iv. 20. * Numb, xii. 
3. Job x. 2. Luke xiii, 4. 


„„ 
rits a, is to fall into the ſame fin, with Job's 
friends, and for which the wrath of the Lord 
was kindled againſt them. Beſides, it may 
be often obſerved, that men of the greateſt 


grace, groan under the moſt bitter ſarrows, 
and that perſons of the brighteſt characters, 


are led through the moſt bewildering, and 


perplexing troubles in this world. But to 
proceed, | 

NI NTHLV, 1 cannot but think that the 
dealing of God with his choſen, and peculiar 


people the Fews, may well ſerve for another. 


inſtance that his judgments are a great deep, 
and the foot-fleps of his holy providence tao 
myſterious, for us to ſearch them out to per- 
fection. n 

Tu sr were the people the Lord ſer his 
love upon, and that he choſe for himſelf, above 


all the people that were upon the face of the 


earth t. He ſhewed his figns among them, and 
bis wonders 2 land klum . Nye ma 
times did be deliver them; he regarded their 
affliction, when be heard their cry; and be 
remembered for them his covenant, and re- 
pented. according to the multitude of his mer- 
cies : he made them alſo to be pitied of all 
theſe that carried them captives". For many 
hundred years, the Lord ſbeued his word 
unto Facob, his flatutes and his judgments 
unto 
4 Jobvi. 4. Job xlii. 7, Deut. vii. 
6, 7. © Pfal, cv. 27. an Pfal, cvi. 43-465. 
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1 
unto Iſrael; while he did not deal ſo with 
any other nation, and for his judgments, they 
did not know them". Now, that, after all 
this, blindneſs ſhould n to the greateſt 
part of this people, that God ſhould 
give them @ ſprrit of lumber, eyes that they 
ſhould not ſee, and ears that they ſhould not 
hear : yea, that God ſhould conclude them all 
in unbelief, and reject them, and break them 
of from the good olive-tree; while Gentile 
finners, wild by nature, and contrary to na- 
ture, were graffed in the. good olive-tree, is 
ſuch an aſtoniſhing myſtery of providence, 
as cauſed the great apoſtle to cry out, O the 
depth of the riches bh F the wiſdom and 
knowledge of God! how unſearchable are bis 
judgments, and his ways paſt finding out ! 
And it very much adds to the myſterious 
nature of the divine conduct towards them, 
that, notwithſtanding there are ſo many 
promiſes of their converſion, and ſo many 
| prayers night and day going up to heaven, 
for the accompliſhment of theſe promiſes ; 
yet, that they ſhould ſtill remain utterly 
ignorant of, and blaſphemous enemies againſt, _ 
| = true Meſſiah, _— is ſo plainly deſcribed, 
in that part of the ſcripture, which they 
own, daily read, and profeſs the greateſt 
veneration for. The comfortable doctrine 
of the Fews converſion to our Lord Jeſus 
Corift, 


Pfd. cxlvii, 19, 20. Rom. xi. 
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Chriſt, is frequently inculcated in both teſta -— 
ments. The nations are to bear the word of 
the Lord, and this is to be declared in the 


i les ofar off, that” he that ſcattered Iſrael 


will gather them, Jer. xxxi. 10. Now ſure- 


ly, they have not yet been ſaved, the ſecond 


time, from Aſſyr1a ? ; neither have the children | 
of Iſrael and Fudah been gathered, under one 
head; as it is propheſied they ſhall be, 
Hoſea i. 11. There is indeed, and long has 
been a thick vail upon their hearts; but, 
the apoſtle aſſures us, the time will come, 
when the vail ſhall be taken away, and they 
ſhall turn to the Lord* ; *; and though wu 
blindneſs continue, until the | fahne eſs of the 
Gentiles be come in; yet, then 41 Iſrael ſhall 


be ſaved*; i. e. the body of Ke nation 
ſhall be converted to the bleſſed Metab, 
and brought into a ſtate of ſalvation; and as 
 thecafting them away was the reconciling of the 
world, ſo the recerving them will be life from 


the deadb. And now, as there have been, 
in ages paſt, ſo T hope there are, at this 


day, many of the favourites of heaven, 


who pray earneſtly for the fulfilling of 
theſe precious promiſes, in the converſion 


of this people, who have been ſo long un- 
der e ala and viſible curſe of God . 


K ; | They 


7 Tfai, xi, 17, 2 Cor. iii, 16, Rom. xi, 
253 26. db verf, 15. © Ifai, Ixii. 1. and verſ. 
>» 7. n | = 
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They have alſo Moſes and the prophets, to 
direct them to Chriſt ; but yet, ſo dark are 
the divine diſpenſations towards them, that 
they have remained now, for many ages, 
withcut @ king, and without a prince, 
without a ſacrifice, and without an image, 
without an ephod, and without teraphim, 
Hoſea iii, 4. This text ſeems to be a 
very apt, and fad deſcription of the for- 
lorn and dreadful ſtate that the Jeus have 
been long under, and that, both with re- 
{pe to their civil, and eccleſiaſtical circum- 
ſtances. With reſpect to the former, as a 
nation, for many hundred years, they have 
neither had king. nor prince; but have been 
under the government of ſtrangers . This 
has been the ſtate of the ten tribes, for 
two thouſand four hundred years, or there- 
about: for it was in the ſixth year of He- 
zekiah, that Samaria was taken, and Iſrael 
carried away captives into Aria *; which 
is computed to be more than ſeven hundred 
years, before the coming of Chriſt. And 
though the ſcepter did not entirely depart 
from Judah, till the bleſſed Maſiab came; 

et it is now near ſeventeen hundred years 
at leaſt, ſince they, who would have no 
king but Cz/ar, have neither had ting, nor 
prince of their own ; and ſo have neither 


power 


* Bur, in loc. Jurieu crit, hift, vol. i. p. 409 
2 2 XVIII, 10. | 


. 


( 135) 

ower to eſtabliſh, or perform, either true, 
or falſe worſhip ; the one fignified by the 
ſacrifice, and ephod, and the other by the 
image, and teraphim. And though it is cer- 
tain, that, after all this, the time will come, 
when they fhall /eek the Lord their God, 
and David their king, as it is propheſied in 
the next verſe*; yet, as a worthy modern 
obſerves, © the Jews are at preſent, and 
* have been, for a long time, the moſt invete- 
* rate enemies, which Chriſt has in the 
&« world ; their rabbies ſpeak of him, in their 
e books, with the greateſt malignity, and 
« blaſphemy ; and have taught their diſciples 
* tq curſe him, who is the ſon of the Bleſſed s. 
Now, when we confider the former kind- 
neſs of God towards this people, the ſure 
promiſes he has made them, the many 
prayers his ſervants, without ceafing, offer 
up to him for them, and the dreadful ſtate 
in which they till remain, © being,” as a 


great man obſerves, ' * 2 people put by them- 


* ſelves, with a viſible mark of divine 
« wrath upon them, not having ſo much as a 
piece of the earth they can call their own®, 
e and having been already longer caſt off, 
*. than they were a people, before the coming 
* of Chriſt,” as is noted by the learned 

| *4 Char- 


- * Hoſ. iii. 5. D. J. Mather, of faith, and fer- 
vency in prayer, p. 21, * Fleming fulfill, ſcript. 
p. 190. 3 


n 
Charnock *: we muſt, I fay, conclude from 
theſe things, that God, in the courſe of 


his holy providence ton them, hath 


covered himſelf with clouds; clouds and thick 
darkneſs are round about him 

FRoM hence we may learn, 

(I.) Tar, for any generation of men to 
abuſe the means of grace, is a fin very pro- 
woking to God, and often proves very fatal to 
them, and their poſterity. 

Wurz all the reſt of the world were 
groping in pagan darkneſs, the light of di- 
vine revelation darted its bright and glorious 
rays on this people: they were ſignally fa- 
voured by the God of heaven: he not only 
ſent them = his ſervants the prophets ; but, 
laſt of all, he ſent them his ſon". But they 
killed 555 e prophets, and ſtoned them that were 


ſent unto them; and not only ſo, but they alſo de- 


nied the holy one and the juſt *; they reviled 


and blaſphemed the prince of life, and ſaid 


concerning him, this is the beir, come, let 
us kill bim: they preferred a murderer a- 
bove their rightful Lord, and cried out, 
with one voice, not this man, but Barabbas®. 
And though, ſuch was the aſtoniſhing riches 
of grace, that they had the firſt tender, of 


the great Redeemer s blood, who ſhed it 


with 


i yol. ii. p. 635. * Pal, xcvii. 2. ! Heb. 
. 35880 Mate, xxiii. 37. 2 AQ iii. 14. Joh. 
xvili. 40. 
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with their cruel hands? ; yet theſe ungrate- 
ful, hard-hearted monſters reject this match- 
leſs offer, as unworthy of their regard d. Theſe 
things provoked the juſt and righteous God, 
to give them up to blindneſs of mind, and 
hardneſs of heart. And though I am under 
no doubt about that problem, viz. whether 
the hardening of the Fews as a nation, doth 
not unavoidably involve in it the fin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt © ? Nor can I, with the learn- 
ed Dr. Lightfoot *, diſbelieve, or doubt of 
their future converſion, becauſe of the great- 
neſs of their ſin; yet, it is evident, that by 
abuſing the choiceſt means of grace, and re- 
fuſing to comply with the moſt endearing 
obligations to a life of religion, they have 
brought on themſelves, and. their poſterity,a 
remarkable and dreadful curſe, and that of 
a very long continuance too. O how many 
generations of this unhappy people have 
lived and died blaſphemers of the bleſſed 
Feſus! Let ſuch ſeriouſly confider of this, 
who now enjoy the ſame mercies, they once 
did, and take heed they do not imitate them 
in fin, leſt they ſhould bring on themſelves, 
and thoſe that ſucceed them, the dreadful 
judgments, under which the miſerable for- 
ſaken Jews remain to this day; and that 
: K 3 | alſo, 

? Luk. xxiv. 47. * Acts xiii, 46. See 


D. J. Mather on converſion of the Jeus, p. 9. 
\ vol. ii. p. 1123. | 
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alſo, without any ground to expect that 
mercy, to their lateſt poſterity, which, in 
God's time, fhall reach the out-caſts of Ijrael, 
and recover the diſperſed of Fudab*', 

(2.) LET us learn, not to be diſcouraged, 
though God do not immediately anſwer our 
prayers, nor fulfil bis gracious promiſes. 

HumB1 es ſupplications, offered up by 
faith, in the name of Jeſus, make ſome- 


times a flow, but always a ſure and gain- 


ful return. It is often the pleaſure of our 
wile and good God, to keep the acceptable 
prayers of his ſervants by him for many 
years; yea, for many ages. How long did 
the old teſtament believers pray for the 
coming of the Meſiab? God heard them, 
though they lived not- to ſee the bleſſed 
days of the ſon of man. So the followers of 
Chriſt, under the goſpel, have, from ge- 
neration to generation, been. praying that 
the fulneſs of the Gentiles might be brought _ 
in, the perſecuted ſervants of Chriſt deli- 
vered, and great Babylon come in remem- 
brance before God; and that all the tribes 
of Iſrael may look to him whom | they baue 


pierced ; and embrace and adore the glorious 


Meſſiab, whom they have ſo long blaſ- 
phemed. Now though, for a long time, 
God has ſeemed, with reſpect to theſe things, 
to take little notice of either his-own pro- 


milky, 


: Iſai, xi. 22, 
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miſes, or his ſaints prayers ; yet, in his 
own. time and way, he will fulfil the one, 
and anſwer the other; and that even, in the 
converſion of the unbelieving and hard- 
hearted Jews : he will gather the*our-cafts 
of Ijrael, and many others befides thoſe that 
are already gathered. All the pious re- 
queſts God's children have made for his 
Sion, are in his book of remembrance; and 
he does hear, and will anſwer his own elect, 
that cry unto him night and day“: and thoſe 
of them that do not live to ſee their prayers | 
anſwered, yet, when they die, will find 
they were not loſt. We muſt not then con- 
clude God has not accepted our prayers, 

becauſe we cannot diſcern that = has yet 
anſwered them. For, 

(3.) We ſhould karn, with faith and pa- 
tence, to wait until God's time for the ful- 
filling of his providences, and anſwering our 
prayers, is come. 

OuR God, who has left ſuch precious 
promiſes on record, for his ſervants to plead 
in their 2 bas, in his wiſe and eter- 
nal purpoſe, fixed the time of their per- 
formance, "Stephen ſays, when the time of 
the promiſe drew nigh, "which God had ſworn 
unto Abraham, the rg grew, and multi- 


plied in Egypt *, . God promiſed Abra- 
bam a ſon, but he 1 im not, till his 
K 4 old 


8 Ia. 1vi. 8. Luke xvili. 7. Acts iv. 17. 
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old age: he engaged to give Canaan to his 


ſeed ; but firſt, they muſt be four hundred 
years ſtrangers in a land that was not theirs” : 
and it is now ſome thouſands of years, fince 
ſome of thoſe promiſes, made to the Fews, 
were delivered by the prophets; and yet 
the happy period of time, prefixed by infi- 
nite wiſdom, for their accompliſhment, is 


till to come: but it is moſt reaſonable, 


that he who has freely promiſed; without 
being obliged, ſhould perform at his own 
pleaſure, and that we ſhould wait his time, 
knowing that, as he has made the beſt 
promiſes, ſo he will certainly chooſe the 
beſt time to fulfil them. | 
TEeNnTHLY, and laſtly, The conduct of 
God's ſovereign providence, is to us very myſte- 
rious, and wonderful, in that; whereas all 
true chriſtians have the ſame perfect revela- 
tron for their rule, and the ſame unerring 
ſpirit for their guide; yet that, even amongſt 
thoſe who" deny no fundamental article of 
chriſtian doctrine, and even thoſe of them, who 
have arrived to great attainments in wiſ- 


dom and grace, there have been, and ſtill are, 


ſucb different apprehenfions of divine things, 
as have too often proved of à very pernicious 


conſequence to the precious intereſt of Chriſt, 
for which they are all cordially concerned. 

| (46 | Tn AT 
Gen. xv. 13, 
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"THAT perſons who do not own, or do 
not enjoy the holy ſcriptures, being left to 
their own vain and extravagant imagina- 
tions, without any perfect rule to guide 
them, in forming their conceptions of di- 
vine things, ſhould differ in their ſenti- 
ments, and vary in their notions, is not to 
be wondered at: or, that thoſe, who are 
deſtitute of grace, and therefore, are for 
ſuch a religion, as is moſt agreeable to their 
vain minds, moſt faſhionable among men, 
or that will leaſt debar them of their ſin- 
ful delights, and moſt contribute to their 
worldly profit, ſhould, by ſome or other of 
thoſe things, be ſo biaſſed in their judg- 
ments, as widely to differ in their religious 
ſentiments and practices, from men that are 
acted, and led by more noble principles, is 
not ſtrange or ſurpriſing: but, that perſons, 
who daily read the divine oracles, and eſteem 
them as the only rule of their faith and 
practice, and who have all received that 
ſame bleſſed ſpirit into their hearts, who 
firſt dictated, and who can perfectly ex- 
plain thoſe deep things of God; that thoſe 
who pay the greateſt veneration to the in- 
ſpired writings, ſearch them diligently, and 
with the utmoſt ſincerity, pray to God, to 
guide them into all truth; that ſuch ex- 
cellent men as theſe, I ſay, ſhould thus 
differ in their judgments, and that dif- 
| ferences 
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ferences of this kind, ſhould be among tha 
. godly in all generations, is ſurely an appa- 
rent inſtance of the incomprehenſible depths 
of divine providence, For, by this means, 
the affections of chriſtians are ſadly, though 
unjuſtly, alienated one from another; yea, 
- ſometimes their communion, in the ordi- 
nances of their common Lord, has been 
hereby much interrupted, and- too often, 
their comfortable fellowſhip therein, finally 
diſſolved; nay, their ſpirits have been ſo 
ſowered, and exaſperated one againſt ano- 
ther, that they have not forborn to treat 
one anotþer with much uncharitableneſs and 
cenſure,” to the very great grief of pious 
obſervers, the diſcredit of religion, and the 
hardening of the hearts of the ungodly. 
Now, can we obſerve differences in judg- 
ment, cauſing ſuch diſmal diviſions in the 
family of Chriſt, as tear in pieces their re- 
ligious ſocieties, and cauſe mirth and tri- 
umph in the dwellings of their common, 
and inveterate enemies, and not conclude, 
that the righteous and wiſe providence, chat, 
at leaſt, ſuffers theſe things, is very dark 
and myſterious ? Hence, then, let us learn, 

(1.) THAT union among a body of peo. 
ple is no certain mark, or character, that 
they are the true church, and people of God; 
as 55 papiſts falſiy each, 


For 
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Fo R, there is nothing more common, 
than for ungodly men to unite in that which 
is evil, and the moſt godly to differ about 
ſome things that are good. The wicked 

eus agree in their barbarous treatment of 
the bleſſed ſon of God, and cry out, with 
one conſent, crucify him, crucify him* : Fe 
Paul and Barnabas ſo ſharply contend, that 
they part aſunder*, And if unity were an 
infallible property of a true church, yet it is 
well known, that theſe great pretenders to 
it, have little to boaſt, and may neither for 
their number, nor concord, compare with 
the blaſphemous Mahometans : for, not to 
mention the wide difference between the 
Janſeniſis, and the followers of Molinos, 
Mr. Fox reckons up no leſs than one hun- 
dred ſorts, among the monks: and friars*; 
and it is no wonder that we find their 
writers differ, when ſome of them hold 
fab, for canonical ſcripture, which others Ao 

yea, Stapleton, an Engli ib papiſt, is 

= ed to ſay, that the church may 
add more books to the canonical ſcriptures, 
by her abſolute authority. It is alſo no- 
torious, with what fury they have perſecuted 
one another, for their different ſentiments; 
wherein it is pity MON ever did, or 
ver 


„Luke xxill. 18. HA Acts xv, 39. b Mary: 
tyrol. p. 260. Dr. Willet's ſy nop. papiſmi. p. 85, 
dee more in Baxter's key for Catholicks, p. 54. 
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ever ſhould imitate them, It was a pvint 
much diſputed about the year 1476, be- 
tween the Scotiſis and the Thomiſts, whether 
the virgin Mary was conceived in fin ; and 
it is well known, how hotly this has been 
debated between the Dominicans and the 
Pranciſcans : the former affirmed, ſhe was 
thus - tainted with original defilement ; but 
the latter, having the greateſt power, tho 
the weakeſt arguments, (which has not been 
uncommon) they condemned, and burned 
four of the Dominicans at Bern, on this ac- 
count, Nay, we find their infallible Popes 
have not only burned each others decrees, 
but the one has put out the other's eyes, and 
then put him to death. Thus did Gregory 
by Jobn XVIII. And, as it has been no 
uncommon thing for their Popes to mur- 
der one another; ſo, there has been moſt 
bloody wars betwixt the pope and the peo- 
ple; witneſs that between the citizens of 
Rome and pope Gregory IX, when the ſword 
devoured at once no leſs than thirty thouſand 
perſons*. But inſtances of this kind are 
even endleſs; and indeed, that union which 
they have, is rather from the terror of the 
ſword, than the light of truth. Let them 
but give men free toleration to choſe a reli- 
gion for themſelves, and then ſee, what will 
become of their union, Men may peaceably 


differ 


— 


2 See Fux martyrol. vol i. p. 2565. 


( 145 ) 

diffet about the minuter matters of religion 
on earth, and yet certainly meet, and entirely 
unite in heaven. Nay, I am much of 
old Latimer's mind, viz. that a deform diſ- 
agreement 1s better in the church, ſo Chriſt be 
preached; than'a uniform ignorance, agreeing 
in idolatry. 

(2.) Ty1s ſhould teach us bumility. Let 
us not proudly and vainly think, that we are 
in all things right, and that thoſe that di, 
fer from us, ſo far certainly wrong. 

Tur beſt of men know but in part, 
while cloathed with mortality ; and, there- 
fore, as to thoſe things, wherein we differ 
from other eminent chriſtians, we ought to 
examine ourſelves, if we are not deceived : 
and though we find all things right, yet 
being ſenſible of human frailty, we ſhould 
ſtill think modeſtly concerning ourſelves, 
and charitably towards others. The Lord 
delights to reveal his will to the humble; and 
a right underſtanding therein, will make 
men humble, 'To be eſtabliſhed indeed in 
the truths of Chriſt, is the duty and excel- 
| lency of a ©hriſtian ; ; but we may ſurely at- 
tain to this, without being puffed up with 
a proud conceit of our own knowledge ; for 
it is our glory, as well as our duty, in honour 
to prefer one another *. 
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(3.) We ſhould, from bente, alſo learn, 
not to receive any thing for truth, purely be- 
cauſe ſome good men have ſo eſteemed it; nor 
to reject any thing for an error, only becauſe 
ome perſons of great judgment and frety, have 
aifowned it. 

For fince the wiſe God ſuffers the beſt 
men to entertain different ſentiments of di- 
vine things, it is certain, they cannot be all 
right in their notions, but are all f imper- 
fect in their knowledge; ſo that we ought 
not to embrace, and adhere to any man's 
opinion in religion, any farther, than it ap- 
. pears founded on, and agreeable with, the 
facred book of God. We are, in this re- 
ſpect, to call no man our father, or maſter, 
upon earth; i. e. we are not to look on an 
man's dictates infallible, or, as ſuch, bind- 
ing to our conſciences: this is the particu- 
lar prerogative of our ſupreme Lord ; for 
one only is our maſter, even Chriſt*,, On the 
other hand, we muſt take heed we do not 
reject truth, under the notion of error, be- 
cauſe it has been accounted fo by ſome, ho 
have deſervedly been greatly eſteemed in the 
church of God. Were we to relinquiſh 
every thing that any good man has account- 
ed an error, how many precious truths, re- 
lating to doctrine and diſcipline, muſt we 
then part with? But, bleſſed be God, we 
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have a more perfect, and ſure rule for our 
faith, than the judgment of the wiſeſt and 
beſt among fallible men, whereunto we do 
well that we take beed s. 

To concLuDE, upon the whole, if the 
providences of God are ſo very dark, and 
myſterious, 

(I.) LET us then learn, to ſeek greater 
meaſures of faith, and patience; that we 
may comfortably hope, and wait for the bright 
and glorious events of the moſt trying and 
gloomy diſpenſations. 

For, how often have thoſe things a 
peared with the moſt diſmal aſpect, which 
have had the moſt ſweet and benign iflue ? 
It is not for us to judge of the end of a thing, 
by. the beginning : for, as we know, a con- 
ſuming ſtorm of fire and brimſtone has ſuc- 
ceeded the ſun-ſhine of a bright and ſerene 
morning ; ſo, the moſt dark and cloudy 
days of trouble have been often cleared up 
with the ſmiling rays of divine mercy. The 
ſame providence that ſuffered David to be 
baniſhed from the kingdom of Fudah, and 
the church of God, even after he was anoint- 
ed, in its appointed time, placed the crown 
upon his head, and gave him reft from all 
his enemies round about. Naomi and Ruth 
loſe their huſbands, and are reduced to great 
ſtraits in the country of Moab ;- which oc- 
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-cafions. their return into the land of Judea, 
where they enjoyed the precious ordinances - 
of God, and the latter fad the honour of 
being married into that noble line, from 
whence the great Saviour of the world was 
to proceed. The conduct of providence 
ſeemed very dark and diſtreſſing toward that 
r woman who ſuffered ſo many things, 
and ſpent all that ſhe had upon phyſicians, 
and was nothing better, but rather grew 
worſe: but in the end, the clouds ſcatter, 
. ſhe is at once, freely, and perfectly healed, 
by the compaſſionate word of Chriſt him- 
ſelf®, yea, owned, and commended by 
him, and ſent away with his bleſſing, And, 
did not providence ſeem to look with a 
melancholy and frowning countenance upon 
thoſe parents, whoſe' ſon was born blind; 
from which we find the diſciples were too 
forward and drew a miſtaken concluſion, 
in judging, that ſome peculiar ſin had 
brought this ſad affliction upon them? 
But, how convincing to others, and com- 
fortable to themſel ves, was the event, when 
they had not only a ſeeing, but a believing 
child reſtored to them? The like may be 
obſerved concerning Fairuss little daughter. 
She died, it ſeems, while her father came 
to Chriſt to ſeek her life: and did it not 
look very dark and diſtreſſing, to have ſuch 
0 l e 
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an endearing enjoyment ſnatched away, 
while he was taking the beſt meaſures to ſe- 
cure it? But it is but a few moments Cer 
the ſcene is happily altered, and his dear 
child, for whom he went to Jeſus, is, by 
his omnipotent arm, brought up out of the 
valley of the ſhadow of death*. Providence, 
which ſeemed at firſt, to croſs his prayers, 
ſoon gave him his heart's deſire. Now, 
though. our exerciſes may not be exactly the 
ſame, nor our mercies of that extraordinary 
nature, with thoſe we have been ſpeaking 
of; yet, as the more myſterious part of the 
word of God is explained, by that which 
is more plain and eaſy; ſo, even in our 
days, very frequently, the wiſe ends and 
kind deſigns of God, in, and under dark 
providences, are made more plain and le- 
gible, by the light of ſucceeding, and ſmil- 
ing diſpenſations. Our intereſt and duty is, 
therefore, to be preſſing after ſuch a meaſure 
of faith, that, under the moſt trying pro- 
vidences, we may be able to apply the ſure 
promiſes of God; hope in his tender and 
everlaſting mercies, and wait patiently till 
his good time comes, and then there 
ſhall ariſe light out of darkneſs; for we 
cannot be under more fad, and ſinking cir- 
cumſtances, than ſome that have gone be- 
fore us, who have, after all, experienced 
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that light is ſown for the righteous, and glad- 
neſs for the upright in heart', And, to add 
no more, „ 
(..) How ſhould the thoughts of tbeſe 
things cauſe us to long after that. bliſsful = 
ate, where, to our entire ſatisfaction, we 
ſhall underſtand the word and works of God, 
and, with raviſhing pleaſure, bebold how 
ſweetly they harmonize together? 
Tx perfect light of the heavenly Feru- 
ſalem, will enable us to form right concep- 
tions of the moſt puzzling circumſtances 
that have attended us in this vale of tears: 
our doubts will be, there, all reſolved, and 
our minds furniſhed with all defirable know- 
ledge, without any labour or pains; neither 
is it improbable, that the moſt afflictive 
providences, with which the children of 
God are now exerciſed, will be productive 
of much more delight and pleaſure in that 
world, than they have been of grief and 
ſorrow in this. And, in thoſe diſpenſations, 
which, in this imperfe& ſtate, ſeem moſt 
ſevetre and terrible, we:may, perhaps, here- 
after, ſee moſt of the wiſdom, faithfulneſs, 
and goodneſs too, of our heavenly father. 
And why ſhould” we then be fond of a 
long ſtay in this dark and miſty region, 
where we can diſcern ſo little of the at- 
| tracting glory of our God, and are, in 
| many 
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many reſpects, liable to miſtake the way 
of our duty towards him ; as alſo much 
at a loſs to underſtand many paſſages of his 
wiſe and holy conduct towards us? Were 
it not much better to be in that happy 
ſtate where all theſe things ſhall be fully 
cleared up? For, though now we ſee but 
through a glaſs darkly, yet then we ſhall ſee 
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